FRE "LO FOOD 
as "THe 


_ Chriſtian Monitor , 
Containing an Earneſt 


EXHORTATION| 


TO AN 


| Doly Life. 


With ſome DixtctiOoNs 


in order thereto. 


Written in a lain and eaſic Style, 
for all ſorts of People. 


Follow Peace with all men, and Holineſs, without | 
which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 12. - 14+ | 


_—_— © 


Imprimatur, 
C. Alſton, R.P,D. Hen.Epiſc. Lond. 
a Sacris Domeſtics, 


The Two and Twentieth Edition, 


LOND O N, 


Printed for Samuel Manſhip at the Ship in Cornhill, 
near the Royal E xchange. 1658. | 


 —— 


——_— 
——_—_— 


HI 


Pe 


F = 
ofe ui 74 LL Lou Oh /@Q_ Us P12 & 1, ts 


(LC 1heS- 1 HY Hi Lat , 
E: - Fa ® CUES - E-- 
NAT 7 72 LOU 140 ws #4 2 


F% Monit, Get ; 


AR Ee" T7 
lh Pa} 244.4 "hs LC CEL Zez ws 


{, | Se” Pd 
C "/ Z 2s 2 Ve LEVIS LULL , 

/* % | Fa AJ = 

Jeter iburilge od pros 
7 fG 4 | 


's B AA CE £+ CR pews 


— — 


THE 
Chriſtian Monitor, ec: 


CHAP.I 


An Exbortation to an Holy Life, with AMotives 
thereto. 


T'S very fad to confider, not only how few Nations 
there are in the World which profeſs Chriſtianity, 
bur alſo of thoſe who do profeſs ir, how few there 

are comparatively that live according to their Profeſlion. 
Wherefore it well beſeems all Chrift's faichful Servants, 
eſpecially the Minifters of his Goſpel, to uſe their utmoſt 
Endeayours, by Life and Do&rin, by publick and private 
Exhortations, by preaching and writing, and by all the 
Ways they are capable, to promote true Piery and Holi- 
neſs amongſt all ſorts of Men, whether high or low,rich 
or poor, without which no Man can be happy, either In 
this World, or that ro come. Ard though 1 well know 
that, thanks be to God, we abound with Mulritudes of 
excellent Books wricten to this End : yer are nor ſuch 
ſhort Inſtru&ions as theſe thar follow, ro be condemned 


as uſeleſs, ſince they will,it's like, be more generally dif- 


perſed,and that amongſt the very meaneſt of the People, 
and may more eaſily be read and remembred by ſuch as 
have neither Time to read large Books, nor Mony to buy 
them.With ſuch as theſe I have occaſion oftento meer,and 
for their Sakes chiefly ir is thar I publiſhthis lictle Paper; 
being encouraged thereto by ſome pious Perſons, both of 
City and Country, who intend to give ſome of them a- 
way to poor People about them, and thought others 
might do the like. And may it pleaſe God to give a _ 
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ſing.to ſuch a mean. Undertaking, as this, -and-fucceed ir 
to the Goed of Souls, I {hall little regard the Cenfſures of 
the Curious : Remembring the Saying I have ſomewhere 
met with of a devout Writer ti& this purpoſe, That he 
was deſirous his Books ſhould be ſcattered abroa& upon 
Pedlers Stalls, and.thertce come inte the Handoof com- 
mon People, for the”encreaftng of Knowledpg and Piety, 
rather than be ſolemnly laid up and buried in the Libra- 
ries of the Learned. 

Wherefore, without any more Preface, I ſhall addreſs 
my ſelf to vou, for whoſe Sake write theſe Lines, as a 
Perſwaſive to an holy and religious Life. Now, in or- 
der thereto; Jt me befeech-you- to look back-upen your 
Lives paſt, and call your ſelves to account, whether 1t 
has been your Care and Study to live in ſuch a Gedly 
Manner as becomes thoſe who are beprized into.the 
N-:meof Chriſt, and afrer him -are cailed Chriſtians. 
it:.veyon well conſidered what 3s the meaning of this 
Name, and what Fngagement'5o0 lie under to an holy 
Life by raking itupen you im Baptiſm? And do you keep 
well in Mir.d your Baptiſmal Vow, wherein you renoun- 
ced the Devil, the World, and theFlefh ; and promiſed 
ro. be.Chrifl's faithful Soldiers and Servants, and fo to 
continue all the Days of your Life? Have you ſo far un- 
derftood and conſidered theſe things, that you have made 
it your chief Buſineſs to walk accordingly ? Do you watch 
carefully, and fight manfully againſt your ſpiritual Ene- 
mies? Do you live as thoſe that believe the Goſpel, ſincere- 
ly endeavouringin all things to know the Will of Gad,and 
do it ? Since you take Chrift's Name in your Mouth, 
are you careful to depart from all Iniquity ? In a Word, 
1s this your greateſt Study and Deſign to pleaſe and glo- 
rify God, and to work out your own Salvation ? If your 
Conſcience can truly witneſs for you, that it is indeed ſo, 
and that wherein at any Time you fall ſhort, or do amiſs, 
you are heartily grieved for it, and do daily Jabour to a- 
mend and grow tter : If ir be thus with you, I ſay, 
then bleſs God for his Grace and Mercy, hold on and 
proſper, and fear not but God will be with you; he will 
own you as his Childten, and for his Son Feſus ſake, will 
both pardon your Sins, and affiſt you by his Grace ; _ 
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oy” 519 by his Counſel, and at length receive you 
TO G | Yo FEI x 
- But-pray deal faithfully with your own Souls, and tell 
me; has it nor /been-quire otherwiſe with you ? Have you 
nat contented- your: felyes with che bare Name and Pro. 
feſfiow of Cbriſhanity, . and in: the: mean time. led an il! 
Courſe of Life,dire&ly contrary-ta your Prefeffion ? Have 
you noc-lived in wilful Igtorance of your Duty, er in 
groſs Sins-againft your Knowledge ? Do not the Tempra- 
tians of:the Devil, the Allurements of the World and 
the Fleſh many rimes prevail mere with you, chan the 
Commands of Almighty -God, and the Yoice of your own 
Conſcience? Are you-nor wont - to negle& God's Wor» 
ſhip and Service, both in the Church and at Home ? Yet, 
do you nor profane his holy Name by Swearing and Cur- 
ſing ? Are you not often guilty of lying and flandering,of 
cozening and chearing, if not of down- right ſtealing ? 
Do yournot in your Anger uſe railing and reviling Lan- 
guage ? Oc, do you not live in Envy and Malice, ſcekivg 
for. Revenge of thoſe that have done' you any Injury? Do 
yow not allow your ſelves: in Drunkenneſs and Whore- 
dom, or fo;ne other known and wilful Sin 2 To be ſhore, 
Is there not ſomething or other in rhis World thar, you 
love more than you do God' himſelf, and his ſon Jeſus ? 
Are you not much more concerned for yeur Bodies, than 
for your precious Souls ? and do you not more earneſtly 
feek for Food and Rayment, and the good things of 
this Life, rhan after that eternal Kingdom of Glory which 
God hath promiſed: to hisfairhful Servants in the World 
to cone ? | 
If chis indeed be your Cafe, I beſeech you make a 
Stand, and confider well what you have been doing 
what a ſad and dangerons Condition you have braught 
your felves into, and what the End of ir will be if you 
hold on in fuch evil Courſes. Humbly beg of God to 
make you duly fenfible of . your Sin and Danger, and to 
keep the Senſe thereof ſo cloſe to your Minds, that you 
may be brought not only ro mourn for your Sins but to 
loath and abhor rhem, and utterly to forſake the ſame, 
henceforth reſolving, by the Grace of God, wholly to 
give up your (elves to his Service, and to walk fted _ 
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In thoſe holy and good Ways, which he has appointed 
you. This 1s that to which I do moſt earneſtly defire ts 
perſwade you. And that I may do my utmoſt to prevall 
with you, ſhall lay before you ſome very welghty Arg 
ments, which I _ you ſeriouſly to ponder of as you 
read them, and God grant they may have their EffeR up» 
on the Heart of every Reader. Amen. 

TI. That you tnay be prevailed with to become Sod's 
faithful Servants, confider, firft, That this was the great 
End for which God made you, and keeps you alive, and gives 
you ſo many Mercies of all Sorts. You can tell, I that 
God made you, and that he made you to ſerve him, by 
liviog according to his Commandments. Theſe are ſome 
of choſe firſt things which Children learn 3 and It 
were well, if when they are grown up to be Menand Wo- 
men, they would uſe ſcriouſly ro think of them, and pra- 
Qiſe accordingly. The wiſe God has made all Creatures 
for ſome good End or other, and he has fitted rhem all 
for thoſe Ends and Purpoſes for which he made them. 
To Man therefore has he given the Uſe of Reaſon, chief- 
ly to fit him for Religion, and to render him capable of 
knowing, loving and ſerving his great Creator and Bene- 
factor; And it 15 Religion which makes the great Difle- 
rence betwixr a Man and a Beaft : For brult Creatures 
have no Knowledge of God, no Regard to him, bur are 
wholly led by their Senſes, and mind nothing elſe bur 
what is before them here in this World. But the pooreſt 
Man on Earth, who has the Uſe of his Reaſon, Is near a- 
| Kin to the very Angels themſelves ; his Nature 1s Jike 
theirs, and but a little below them, ſo thar he may be 
much taken up in the ſame holy Works thartthey are em» 
ployed in, evenin loving and praiſing, and adoring the 
great and good God, To this End he may fiudy both 
the Works and the Word of God, which reveal him to 
vs, and ſhould continually pur us in mind of him. And 
all the good things we enjoy ſhould till make us ſenſible 
of che Goodneſs of God from whom they come ; and fill 
our Hearts with Love and Thankfulneſs, and our Mouths 
with Bleſſing and Praiſe. This is the moſt proper Uſe of 
our Reaſon, and this God moſt juſtly expects from us rea- 
ſonable Creatures ; and even this the poor Man may _ 
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der without -any Hindrance to his daily labours 3 and 
may mall Beep: uch an awfulSenſe of God upon his Mind, 
as may r him from wilful Sin, and make him cares 
ful always to pleaſe his Maker. And fo our Reaſon was 
given to bridle and govern our Appethites,: our Luſts and 
Paſſions 3 that we ſhould not be led away into Gluttony 
and Drunkenneſs, into Wantonneſs and Uncleanneſs, nor 
_ Rage _—_ , _ ye No __ no Un- 
erftanding : Bur ve y an y, quietly 
and peaceably with all Mens doing them allthe good we 
can. For ſuch holy Purpoſes as theſe chiefly was our 
Reaſon beſtowed on us, and therefore in this Manner 
ought jt co be employ'd. Certainly, fince God hath made 
us of a Nature ſo much better than Birds or Beaſts, he 
expeRs from us other Works and Services rhan he does 
from them. They know nothing of God that made them, 
nor have they any Knowledg of another Life after this, 
bur when they dle, there's an End of them. Bur to us 
hath God given immortal Souls, of more Value than the 
whole World : and for this End hath he creared us, that 
we might ſerye and honour him here in this Life, and fo 
may live with him, and enjoy him for ever in the World 
ro come. | 
Now, if this be the End of our Creation, ought. we 
not to live up to it ? Do we nor fee all other things an- 
ſwer-the End for which they were made ? The Sun gives 
Light by Day, and the Moon by®Night, The Earth 
brings forth Corn and Graſs, and the Trees bear Fruit. 
The Horſe, the Cow and the Sheep, wich many other 
Creatures, afford us much Service. and Benefit. And 
ſhall. Mat alone be uſeleſs and unfruicful, ro live to no 
ood Purpoſe? When they are all ſo ready to ſerve us, 
I nor we chearfully ſerve him that made us for his 
own Service ? Surely we cannot think that the wiſe God 
ſent us into the World only to eat and drink, to le 
and, play, or to work hard for a poor Livelyhood. If this 
were all, we had betcer have been made bruir. Creatures, 
or never have been made ac all : Much leſs can we think 
that the holy God made us on purpoſe to fin againſt him, 
to diſhonour his Name, ani provoke him to anger. He 
did not give us Reaſon to mike us crafty and cunning _ 
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the World, thatwe'mightknow how'ro cozen and cheat 
es'to ſwear - 


our Neighbours. He - did:nor give :us T 
and with, or roratkfooliſhly and filchily ; ler us'nor 
then uſe them to any ſuch: ill- Purpoſes. Since 'God 
h____ us precious 'immorral Souls, tet us -not live like 

eafts char peritfh, wallowing ta the. Mire of baſe: ſenſual 
Luſts: and Pleaſures. By this means: we become worſe 
than Brujts themſelves, for we :debaſe our own -Natures, 
we abuſe our Reaſon 'to our own Shame and: Hurt; and ro 


God's Diſpleaſure, Thus we croſs the End of our Creati- 


on, and are more ftupid and ungrateful'rhan the-very'Ox 
or Afs: For they know their Owner,' and do good Service 
ro thoſe rhar keep and feed rhem, 7A. r. 2 3. O ler 
us nor _ God cauſe ro:complain of ns;as -he 'thereidoes 
of the Jews, that he nouriſhed and brought up Childven .and 


[they rebelled againſt him + Think how grievous ir is/ro you 
that have Children, after all your Care and Kindneſs , af- 
rer all your Coſt and Labour, ro have them prove ftub- 
born end diſobedient, looſe and idle Prodigals. © fee 
'then'that you be not fuch rewards your heavenly Father 
"who made you and preſerves you, and every Day renews 
his Mercies-upon: you. He keeps us alive, and makes 


our Lives comfortable. He gives and continues 'to 'is 
our Reaſon 'and* Senſes, our Health and Srrength, * Food 
and Raiment, and all rhe good things we enjoy. He fop- 


plies our Wants, and helps as In all our Diftreſes. He 
gives us Light by Dy, and Reft by Night. He cnabfes 


us to follow our Callings, and gives us a Blefting'ro our 
Labours, 'thar we may provide for our ſelves and Families. 
And does 'nor this good God well deferve all the Love 
and Service which we can poffibly render him ? 'O'how 
can we find in our Hearts wilfully tro offend him'who 
chus delighes in doing us good ! Fooliſh and unrhankful 
Wrerches we are, thus ill to require the Lord for all his 
loving Kindneſs. We could not deal ſo with any Friend 
or Neighbour on-Earth, that had been always'kind and 
loving to'us.- Are nor 'Servanrs bound ro work for them 
who maintain chem and 'pay them Wages? And ought nor 
Children ro'obey their Parents who begot them, and 
brought them'up ? How much 'more 'then' ought we to 
obey God-our Farher, who gave us Life ar firft, and fill 

| pro- 


- prolongs it from one Day to another, when he. could in 
a Moment cut us off in our Sins, and throw.us into Hell ? 
But in much” Mercy he - us, and gives us Space to 
repent, and 1s very unwilling to deftroy us, and there- 
fore waits long to be gracions to us. O then let his Pa- 
tience and all his Goodneſs at laſt have this happy EffeR 
i 0 us; letitlead us to true 7 0 and ever here- 
after engage us to Diligence and Conſtancy in his Service, 
Rom. 2. 4. 2 Pet. 3.9. | 

I. To which Purpoſe conſider again that c>7s wes the 
End for which God ſent his Sou Jeſus into the World, even 
to ſeek and ſave ns loſt and miſerable Sinners, to bring us 
to Repentance and Newneſs of Life, that ſo we might be 
reſtored to the Love and Favour of God, which he had 
loſt by ſinning againſt him. Our firſt Parents, 44am and 
Eve were created in a very holy and happy. Eſtate, bur 
they fell from it by ſinning againſt God, and fo came all 
Miſery into the World, and then did our heavenly Fa- 
ther take pity on us, and fent his own Son out of his Bo- 
ſom to be our Saviour and Redeemer, to reform us from 
our Sins, and fo to deliver us from Miſery : Firft, he 
will make us holy, and then we ſhall be made happy. 
For as Man loſt his Happineſs by diſobeying God's Com- 
mand, ſo he muſt recover it by becoming obedient to his 
Will-io all things. To this End hath the Lord Jeſus ful- 
ly reveal'd God's Will to us when we were in Ignorance 
and Darkneſs. He hath given us holy Precepts for the 
Rule of gur Life : And made moſt rich and precious Pro- 
miſes to per{ſwade us toour Duty, and denounced dread- 
ful. Threatnings to affright us from Wickedneſs. 

' And when we had deſerved the Wrath of God for our 
Sins, then did;Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious Blood 
to make Atonement for us, and to obtain our Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs. He died for our Offences, and roſe again 
for our Juſtification, Rom.4.25. And in his Goſpel he hath 

iven full Aſſurance of God's good Will to Mankind that 

e will be merciful to us and pardon vs, if we truly re- 
pent. of our Sins and forſake them. Thus hath Chriſt 
opened a Door of Hope for us, to encourage vs to return 
to God : For if there had been no Hopes of Mercy, we 


ſhould never have been YO to Repentance, bur wm 
ike 
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like the Devils themſelves ſhould have remained full of 
Hatred and Malice againſt God, utterly deſpairing of Re- 
lieffrom him. But whilſt the Death of Chriſt does ſo 
much engage and encourage vs to ferſake our Sins, it ny 
not the leaſt Encouragement to our Cont imance in them. 
Let ys not think that Chriſt d7:d for our Sins, that we 
might have Liberty to live i» them, and yet be ſaved at 
the laſt. No, but he came to ſave us fro: our Sins, not 
in them. He makes us bleſſed by turning us from our Ini- 
quities. He died to redeem us from a vain and evil Con- 
verſation, to purify our Hearts, and reform our Lives, 
and -make us a peculiar People Zealous of good Works, 
Mat. I. 21. {dts 3. 26. Tit, 2: 14» 1 Pet. I. 18. 

. The Death of Chriſt for us vile Sinners ſhews the infi- 
nite Love of God in finding out this Way for our Salva- 
tion : But then it: fhews alſo what an evil thing Sin is, 
and how hateful to God, fince he would not pardon us 
without the ſuffering of his own dear Son on our Account. 
And therefore if the Confideration of all this does not 
bring usto hate andabhor our Sins; and tolove and ferve 
eur Ged and Saviour, we are never like to have any Be- 
nefit by Chrift's Death. All our Profefſions of loving 
him, and believing in him, will fland us in no ſtead with» 
out obeying him. True faving Faith in Chriſt is that 
which works by Lowe both to Ged and our - Neighbour, 
Chrift accounts none to be his Friends but thoſe that 
keep his Commandments, and to ſuch only will he granc 
why and Salyation, Gel. 5.6. John 15:.14. Heb. 5. 9. 
3. 7ohn 3, 8. UNE GH : | 

Since then, the ever bleſſed Jefus the Son of God came 
down from Heaven, became a Man, and died a moſt 
painful Death upon the Croſs, that be might ſave us from 
Sin and Miſexy, thall we not accept of him as our Lord 
and Saviour, who comes to deliver us from the Power cf 
the Devil, and our ewn Lufts, to make us the Childrenof 
God, and Heirs of Glory, which is a thouſand times great- 
er Deliverance than that of the 1ſraslices from the Ezyp- 
::an Bondage? Will you not be moved by all thac Chrift 
has done and ſuffered for you ? Shall not his Love con- 
ſtrain you to love him, and to hate all Sin which was the 
Cauſe of his Sufierings ? Will you tread under ſoot = 
mo! 


> «& 


—_ OS 
[ 


J.-P IIORY "3" 


a CCCE 0 Ce. "i bi 
4 
.* 


"+. 


Ye mm OO 6 TIO 1" 


RE dna. 4 a 
' 


moſt precious Blood, 


n+ MM > A 
{ 


mn Yontror | tr 

ga put him to open Shame ? Thus In ſome fort do 
wicked Men uſe their Saviour, whilſt they go on in their 
Sins, whiclr are ſo diſpleaſing to him. ' They that lie and 
coZen for a little Gain, whar do they but in Judas fell 
away Chrift for Mony ? They that live in Hatred 'and 
Malice, and do Miſchief to their Neighbours, do in effe& 
run the Spear into Chriſt's Side, and drive Nails into his 
Hands and Feet. And they that give themſelves to Riot 
and Drunkennefs, do even mingle Gall and Vinegar for 
him to drink. They do all that 1n then lies by their fin- 
ful Pleaſures 'to put him ple into Agonies and Pains. 
But on the other hand irisa Delight to'our Saviour to ſee 
us humbled for our Sins, and reſolved to forſake them. 
He will readily and effeQually intereede for us with our 
heavenly Father, who is moſt willing to receive return- 
ing Prodigals. There is Joy in Heaven when Sinners on: 
Earth repent. Even thisour return to God by true repeni- 
tance is the beſt Recompence we can make to our bleſſed 
Saviour for all his Pains and Sufferings. When :he Plea- 
ſure of the Lord profpers in his Hand by the Converſion of 
Sinners, he then ſees the Travel of his Soul, and is ſatisfied, 
Ta. 63. 10,11. And ſhall we not afford this SatisfaQtion 
to our Redeemer, who hath undergone ſo much for our 
Gkes, and ftill out of his tender Love to our Souls fol- 
lows us with ſuch. earneſt Invitations to come to him 
ſor Life and Happineſs ? Could we deny him this moſt 
reaſonable Requeſt, if we ſaw him now in perſon ftand- 
ing before us, beſeeching us to turn and live? And this' 
he now does by his Spirit, and by his Miniſtry : But that 
leads me to the next. 

III. Confider therefore, that :h:s alſo was the End for 
which tbe holy Ghoſt is given, andall che Means of Grace 
afforded, even 'to ſanfifie our Hearts, and make us an 
holy and obedient People. God knowsthe Weakneſs and 
Corruption of our Natures, and therefore in great Mer- 
cy he affords the Afiftance of his holy Spirit, to enlight- 
en our Minds, and purifie our Hearts, to. renew and 
change our Natures, and guide us in Ways of Holinefs 
here, that fo we may be fitted for eternal Happineſs with 

the moſt holy Godin the life to come, 704. 3-35. _ 
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And for this End were the ons mop, rw written by 
Men afliſted and inſpired by the holy Ghoſt, to be a Light 
to our-Feet, and a Lanthorn to our Path, to dire& us in 
the plain way to everlaſting Life, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, t7. 
And the holy Sacraments were appointed for the Increaſe 
of Grace toall that make a right Uſe of them. And our 
bleſſed Saviour did at firſt ſend abroad his Apoſtles to 
preach the Goſpel to all the World, and hath ever ſince 
continued a Succeſſion of Minifters in his Church, whoſe 
Nanding Office is to adminiſter the Word and Sacraments, 
ro weatek over the Souls of the People, to inſtruQ and ad- 
moniſh them both in publick and private, and to uſe 
their utmoſt Diligence to bring them to the Knowledge 
and Love of God, and of his Son Jeſus. And God isever 
ready to CG their Endeavours with his Bleſſing. 
Do you not often feel his good « Hi putting good 
Thoughts and Motions into your Mind, inclining you to 
that which 1s holy and good, checking and reſtraining 

ou when you are running into Evil ? But pn the other 
Land it's the evil Spirit, even the Devil himſelf, that 
. tempts you to fin, and would hinder you from your Duty. 
Ir's the Devil that tempts Men to Pride, and Malice, and 
to all manner of Wickedneſs. For he being a proud, ma» 
licious, and moſt wicked Spirit, would have Men to be 
like himſelf, that ſo they may for ever be miſerable with 
him, Will you not then reſift the Devil, the great Enem 
of your Souls, and be led and guided by God's good Spri- 
rit, and follow his Motions and the DireQions of his 
Word which leads to Happineſs ? O do not grieve this 
bleſſed Spirit, who alone can give us true Comfort, do not 
reſiſt and quench his Motions, nor provoke him to 
depart from you, and leave you to your own Lufts, and 
to the Power of Satan, who ſeeks your Ruin. 

Moreover, as the Devi] has his Inſtruments to draw 

* Men to Wickednefſs, one 11] Man tempting another ; fo 
Miniſters are ſent from God to draw you to Righreouſneſs 
and-Holineſs. They are Ambaſſadors and Meſſengers of 
Chriſt, and do in his Name beſeech you to be reconciled 
to God, who is moſt willing to be reconciled to you, if 
you will bur caſt away thoſe wicked Works which pro- 
voke him to Anger, 2 Cer, 5. 20. O how will it rejoyce 
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the Hearts of your Minifters that truly love your Souls,rs 
ſee the Succeſs of rhcir Labours, to have you come to 
rhem, enquiring what you muſt do to be faved,declaring 

'our Repentanee for your former evil Courſes, and your 

eſolution henceforth ro become new Creatures?Cerraioly 
we exhort you to nothing but whac is highly reaſonable 
and'for your own benefit, whi:ſt we perſwade you to return 
to the Favour of God. Why then will you not hearken to 
us? If aMeflage of Mercy ſhould be ſcnr you from the King, 
when you were in Danger of Death for Rebellion, would 
you nor moft gladly and thankfully receive ir ? And will 
you nor be as thankful and'obedient to the King of Kings, 
and as wiſe to ſave your Souls,as to preſerve your Bodies? 

And Befides his Word and Miniſters, God alſo pleads 
wich you by his Providences to bring you to Repentance. 
Sometimes he ſends AfﬀiiQtions. ro corre& you for your 
Faul:s, ro ſhew you the Evil of Sin, and draw you home 
ro himſelf ; and ar other times he ſends many Mercies,as 
I have told you, to ſoften your Hearts, to engage and al- 
lure you to his Service : And ſuch good Uſe we ought to 
make of al! God's Dealings with us. 

IV, Confider further what Engagements you Iye under te 
an holy Life by your «wn Profeſſion, Promiſes and Vows. You 
profeſs and call your ſelves Chriſtians, che Diſciples and 
Followers of Chrift:Ought you not then to follow his Ex- 
ample, and obey his Commands, if you will make good 
char Name ? You will think it a great Diſgrace not - to be 
caken for a Chriſtian, but for a Turk, or Jew. Beware 
chen left, you bring this Diſgrace upon your ſelves by am 
unchriſtian Temper of Mind, and ill Courſe of Life. IF 
you are falſe of cruel, coverous or Juſtful, like a Turk 
or 7ew, it matters litcle what you call your ſelves. He 
is nor a Chriſtian rhar's one ourwardly, bur he that has 
the ſame Mind and Spirit that was in Chriſt Jeſus. God 
will nor at the laſt Day judge of M:n by their Nzmes and 
Titles, bur by their Hearts and Lives. Only ir will ga 
much worſe with a Man that calls himſelf a Chriſtian,and 
yet lives like @ Heathen or Iofidel. 

. And pray conſider how by your Baptiſm you are ſolemn« 
ly liſted under Chriſt's Banner,co fight againſt che; Devil 
the World,and the Fleſh ; -"_q by the keeping this VoWs 

you 
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you ſhew your ſelves to be Chriſtians indeed. But if you 
are led away by the Temptations of Satan, and do his 
Works, and are enſnared by the Vanities of the World, 
the Luſts and Pleaſures of the Fleſh, you do in Effe& re- 
nounce your Baptiſm. 

Beſides this, have you not renewed this ſame Vow at 
the holy Communion, there openly profeſſing your Belief 
in Chrift crucified, and promiſin Obedience to him ? If 
you have not received this holy Sacrament, though you 
have long been at Years of Diſcretion, you then ſhew 
your ſelves by this NegleQ, to be no obedient Diſciples 
of Chriſt,ſince you do not obey his plain Command 70 4s 
this in remembrance of him, Luk. 22. 19. And indeed I 
fear that many careleſs People will not come to the Com- 
munion, becauſe they think it would bind them to lead 
ſuch a ſtri& and holy Life as they have no mind to. But 
do not they caſt off Jeſus Chriſt from being their Maſter, 
who look upon his Commands as too ſtri@ and ſevere, and 
will not promiſe to obey him ? Yea, do they'not there. 
by even diſown their Baptiſm,by which they were bound 
ro this Obedience? So that the ſame Reaſon which keeps 
them from the Communion, it's like, would keep them 
from being baptized, if it were yet to be done. And 
what Sort of Chriſtians are they that would reje&t Chri- 
ftian Baptiſm, becauſe it engages them to an holy Life ? 

If you are not guilty of this Negle&, but do ſometimes 
come to the Lord's Supper,to keep up the Remembrance 
of his Death and Sufferings : Then pray conſfider,that by 
receiving this holy Sacrament, you do ſolemnly renew 
your Vows to be Chrift's faithful Servants and Diſciples, 
and to walk in ſincere Obedience to all his holy Laws,as 
you hope for Salvation by his Death. Wherefore maylI 
not well beſeech you to uſe all due Care to live according 
eo this yonr Promiſe and Engagement ? What a Shame 1s 
it for a Man to be falſe ro his Word, much more to his 
Oath ! O do not then break that Oath which you have 
made to God himſelf, by taking his holy Sacrament. And 
call ro mind if you have not ſometimes on a fick-Bed, or 
in ſome great Danger made the ſame Promiſe and Vow : 
And has not God apt xr to ſee how you would pers 
form the ſame? Take heed then of abuſingihis Mercy ,and 
breaking your Promile. - " 32 $9: 2.4.5: Mote» 
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Moreover I mighe ſhew how your profeſſing to believe 

the Creed engages you' to live well, according to the ho! 
Faith you profeſs, which is a DoFrin according to Gedlinefs, 
But laſtly, the very Prayers you put up to God, lay the 
ſame Engagement on you, even to ſerve and pleaſe this 
God whom you worſhip. To inftance briefly in the 
Lord's Prayer, whilft we call God Our Father, &c, ought 
we not tolove and honour him,to obey him and ſubmit 
to him as our heavenly Father ? Whilſt we pray that his 
Name may be hallowed,his Kingdom come; and his Will aone 
in Earth as it is in Heaven,ought we not our ſelves toho= 
nour his Name, and advance his Kingdom, by obeying 
his Laws, and by doing his Will conſtantly and chearfut. 
ly as the Angels do in Heaven,to the utmoſt of our Pow= 
er? Praying for daily Bread teaches our Dependence upy 
on God, and engages us to ſerve him by whom we arg 
maintained. When we pray God 70 forgive our Treſpaſſes 
as we forgive others, this ſtrialy binds us to forgive thoſe 
that offend us, as ever we hope for 'Mcrcy. from God. 
And when we pray not to be led intoTemptation;but delivers 
ed from Evil, this ſhould reſtcam us from running. inta 
Temptation,and make us careful to avoid all Sin and the 
Occaſions of it. To the ſame purpoſe I might alſo men- 
tion the Prayers of the Church, to which 1 hope you 
come frequently. Therein you begin with che Confeſſi- 
on of your Sins, and ought you not'to forſake as well as 
ro confeſs them? And in the End of the Confefſion,you 
pray God'for Chriſt's ſake to grant that you may lead godly, 
righteous and ſober Lives. And:almott in every Prayer, 
you will find ſomewhat to this Effe&. Now I hope you 
are in good. earneſt in theſe your Prayers, elfe you do 
mock God and affront him, inſtead of worſhipping and 
pleaſing him. But if you do. heartily..defire theſe things 
which you pray for, then you will do your part for the. 
Attainment of them, - and ; wall diligently endeavour to 
live in ſo holy and good a Manner, - as you pray that you 
may do. And if you thus add Diligence to your Prayers, 
God's Grace will never be wanting for your Aſſiſtance. 

V. Conſider alſo how juſt and equal all God's Com- 
mandments are,ſuch that our own Reaſon.cannot but ap» 
prove of them, as being _ agrecable to us as we are 
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reaſonable. Creatures. : To inſtance in the chief of them 
is it nor moſt juft and fir that we ſhould love God above 
all, who 1s the beſt and moſt perfe& of a!! Beings, -and 
from whom we receive all our good things ? Ought we 
not to pray to him who alone can hear and help us,i and 
eo giye Thanks and Praiſe to him, who 7s the Father cf 
Mercies? Is it not moſt reaſonable that Children ſhould 
obey their. Parents, and SubjeRs their Rulers ? And that 
allMen ſhould live in Peace and Love with one another, 
and ſpeak truly, and deal honeſtly as they would be dealr 
with? Is jt not moſt fir and decent for a Man to cat and 
drink moderately, ſo as makes moſt for his Health ? Tobe 
modeſt and chaft in al his Converſarion: Will not every 
iwan's own Reaſon acknowledg the Equity and Fitneſs of 
theſe and the like Preceprs ? And for ſome that doſeem 
more ſevere, there may be given very good Reaſon for 
them alſo : So that plainly, all God's Commands are the 
wiſe and wholeſome Counſels of a moſt render Father, 


who forbids his Children nothing but what's hurtful, and _ 


requires nothing of them but what makes for their own 
Good, even to deal juftly, to love Mercy, and to walk hum- 
bly with their God, Mic.6.8. Chriſt's Toke is eafie, and his 
Burden light, Mar, 1 r. 30. God's Service is perfe& Free- 
dom, as we daily ſtyle it in our Prayers. And his Com- 
mandments are not grievous, x Joh. 5. 3, Shall we not then 
be ſo:dutiful ro our heavenly Father, yea, fo wife for our 
own Good, as to obey theſe moſt reaſonable and graci- 
ous Laws which he has given us ? So juſt and.<qual they 
are, that we cannot break th:m withour offering a kind 
of Yiolence to our ſelves, and going contrary to the Rea- 
fon of our Mind. They are Light to the Eyes, and Foy to the 
Heart, ſweeter to. good Man than Honey, and the Honey- 
comb, as the. Pſaimift often ſpeaks. As ſuirable are God's 
Commands ro our Natures, and as uſeful and healthful ro 
our Souls, as the moſt wholeſome Food ro our Bodies. 
And-for # Man to-dire&- his whole Carriage 2nd. Behavi. 
eur accoriting to the Laws of God, is'as'much his Wil- 
dom, as'tr-is'to go cloathed in decemt Apparel; and to 
ear md drink whart is good'for his Nouriſhmerr. - Bur'on 
the other hand, for one to run naked about the Streers, 
po £11his Moath with Mire and Dirt, to cut and _ 

| 1s 


. —— >” 2————_—__— ao - F Oo 


OP 


Intereſt and Advantage, borh in rhis Life and that to 
come \; as will "peas by whar follows. "3 
VI. Confider therefore in the next place, rhat it Is a 
moſt certain Truth, That the leading of an holy and good 
Life, is in all reſpefs very greatly for a Man's own Benefit 
and Comfort , even in this preſent Wor Id, G:alineſs 28 profit 4- 
ble for all thinzs : Tt makes for the Quter of bur Minds, 
the Health of our Bodies, the Increaſe of our Eſtares, and 
procures us much Credic and Eſteem, much Love and 
Gcod Will among our Neighbours, Yea, it commonly 
brings along with it, all manner of Bleflings, and makes 
the Enjoyment of them more ſiveer and pleaſant, and 
keeps off a great deal of Trouble which wicked Men 
bring upon themſelves, and affords much S»pporr and 
Eaſe under thoſe Aﬀiictions which the Providence of God 
may lay upon us. Infomuch that no Man of what Rank 
and Condition ſoever he be, can lead a truly comfortable 
Life, excepr he lead an holy and good Life. All this is 
frequently raught in Scripture, and may be eaſily man}- 
feſted by dear Reaſon : Or if that be nor ſufficient, it is 
alſo moſt plainly.to be diſcerned by daily Experience, that 
they who truly fear God, have much more Peace and 
Comfort in, this World, than wicked and looſe Liyers, 
that make no Conſcience of their Ways. . 
If I ſhould mike the Compariſon only betwixr a ſober 
Man and a Drunkard, which do you rhink has the berter 
of jt in this Life ? How often do the great Drinkers not 
only waſte their Eſtates, but deftroy their Health, weak. 
en their Brains, and ſhorten rheir. Lives? How often do 
they fall into Quarrels, ger Wounds and Brulſes, and 
ſometimes Death ir ſelf, eicher by fighring, or by one ſad 
Accident or other ? Sometimes the very Children in the 
Streets run after them, ſhouting and making Sport with 
them, and if you follow them to their own Homes, whar 
diſturbance and miſchief do they take there? What ſwear» 
ing and curſing, what brawling and ſcolding, what quar- 
relling and fighting is there ?- What Outcries and Lamen- 
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tations do Wife and Children make ? Who now perhaps 
are glad to get away for fear of their Lives,as before they 
fat ſftatving for want of that Money which theſe i1]l Hus- 
bands waſte inthe Ale-houſe. ( A Sin and Shame it is to 
thoſe that entertain them. ) And after they have lived a 
while at this wild and*wicked Rate, the next News com- 
monly 1s, that either for Debt or for Diſorder they are 
lajzd vp in Priſon, and ſometimes by thoſe very People in 
whoſe Houſes they drink away all they got. Anq1 now 
they are forced to live- upon Bread and Water, and lin- 
ger out a miſerable hungry Life, in a cold ftinking Dun» 
geon, till either the Charity of Friends, or Death it ſelf 
releaſe them thence. { And by the way, is this ſuch a 
pleaſant Life, that it's worth being damn'd for to Hell 
Torments to all Eternity * Of which afterwards, ) 
Thus alſo might I rell of the ſad EffeAs of Whoredom, 
which is commonly follow'd with Poverty and Difgrace, 
and many times with a filthy loathſome Diſeaſe, which 
make Men rot above ground. And thus angry, proud, 
malicious and revengeful People are a continual Torment 
to themſelves and to all about them, and ſeldom have 
any Peace or Quiet, either with their Neighbours, or in 
their own Families. The like may be ſhewn of all other 
Vices which are ſt;ll wont to bring their own Puniſhment 
along with them;to ſay nothing of what is or ought to be 
inflicted by the Magiſtrate. Eſpecially ſuch wicked People 
as Thieves and Murderers, T raitors and Rebels do ſeldom 
eſcape the Hands of publick Juſtice. But who will hurt 
Men if they be Followers of that which is good?Or what Hurt 
does aMan'bring upon himſelf by living ſoberly and chaſt- 
ly,by fearing God and honouring the King ? What Mil- 
chief does Man get by minding his own Buſineſs, and liv- 
ing quietly and peaceably among his Neighbours ? Nay, 
how happily may we ſee even ſome of the meaneſt ſorr 
_ of People live, that are diligent in their Callings, and fo- 
ber and temperate, and careful to pleaſe God, and keep 
a good Conſcience in all their Ways ? Very ſeldom it 1s 
that they are pinched with much Want; or if they ſhould 
fall into a Jow Condition, yet all good People that know 
themzare ready to pity and relieve them ; and will often 
truſt them wath Mony or Goods till they are able ro by. 
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And every Body is willing tro employ an honeſt Induftri. 
ous Man, ſo that he ſhall ſeldom want Work or Trading. 
But idle, riorous People thar follow whoring and dri 
gaming and chearing,and ſtealing, that negle& God's Ser. 
vice, and prophave the Lord's Day, being often in the 
Ale-houſe when they ſhould be ar Church ; rheſe arethe 
People, if you obſerve it, that do commonly fall into the 
baſeſt Beggery and Miſery ; and Men do bur little pity 
them, becauſe they brought ir all on themſelves. O how 
happy might all ſorrs of People bezin a very great Meaſure 
even at preſent, if hey would bur become cruly religious 
and good ! Ir is their own Stn and Folly, their Lufts and 
Paſſions that occaſion moſt of thoſe Troubles and Miſeries 
which they meer with ; tho' I know they uſe to cry our 
of their hard Fortune, and ro lay the Blame upon others, 
and ſometimes ro murmur againſt God himſelf. But they 
conſider not how they provoke God to Anger daily by 
their hainous Sins, and therefore may juſtly feel his hea- 
vy Judgments for the ſame,beſides all the Miſchief which 
naturally follows upon Wickedneſs. And this makes their 
Condition to be ſad indeed, thar they are always liable ro 
the Wrath of God, and may juſtly expeR his Vengeance 
ro fall upon them, and to firip them of all their Comforts, 
and throw rhem into the foreſt Calamities. 

But on the contrary, herein above all lies the good 
Man's Security and Comfort, rhat he enjoys the Bleſſings 
and Favour of Almighry God, and therefore Is ſure to 
want nothing thar's truly good for him. So ir's promiſed, 
Pſal. 84. 11, 12, Mat. 6. 33. They that firſt ſeek the King 
dom of God,ahd the Righteouſneſs of it, ſhall have all that is 
needful added to them. So that a poor Man can take no 
ſurer Courſe ro provide for himſclf and Family, than to 
become truly religious; thohe may not have great things 
in the World, yet he ſhall have Food convenient. And 
then, which is berrer than all, he ſhall have God's Bleſ- 
ſing with whar he enjoys, and this will afford him more 
rrueContent and Comfort in that lirtle he has,than a wick- 
ed Man can find in all his great Treaſure. Godlineſs with 
Contrentmentr is the greateſt Gain,Pſal. 37.16. 1 Tim. 6.6. 
A poor Man that has only Facob's Wiſh, Food to car,and 
Raiment to put on, If alſo _o has Facob's Piery,and takes 
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the Lord for his God, and lives. in his fear and ſervice,and 
enjoys the Senſe of his Favour, how blefſed js the Stare 
of rhis Man ? How chearfully may he live ar all rimes, nor- 
withſtanding his Povercy ? What though his Dwclling be 
r-ean, his Fare ſomewhart hard and courſe, and bis Cloath-, 
lng very plain ; yer whilſt he loves God fincerely, and 
worfhips htm duly and devoutly, he may even turn his 
Corrage into a Palace, yea, 4 Temple ; and the bleſſed 
God will viſit him with his Preſence, will accept of his 
Services, and refreſh him with rhe Lighr of his Counte- 
nance. And upon this Knowledg and. Enjoyment of God 
Itis, that the true Comfort of a Man's Life depends, what- 
ever his ourward Condition be. Ir is this alone which 
eives einward Peace and Satisfaction to his Mind, and 
ſweerens all his Mercies, and above all things, bears up 
his Heart under thoſe Aﬀflitions he meets with. For the 
beſt of Men myſt expe& their Share of outward Troubles 
ih this World, ſuch as Sickneſs and Pain, Loſs of Friends 
and Eſtate, with the like ; theſe are Calamirties common 
to all, Bur here the good Man has clearly the Adyantage, 
fince he looks upon all that befalls him as coming from 
the Hands of a moſt wiſe and gracious God, who knows 
what is beſt for him, and to whoſe Will he freely reſigns 
himſelf and all his Aﬀairs, ſaying with his bleſſed Maſter, 
Not my Will, O God, but thine be done. Yea, he receives 
Affii&ions as ſent in Kindnefs,ro correc him for his Faults, 
ro exerciſe and encreaſe his Graces, and ſo to prepare 
him for Glory. And here's the great Benefit of Religi- 
on, thar it reacherh a Man whither to go for Relief and 
Comfort In his Straits and Difficulcies, even to this great 
and good God, who js moſt able and ready to help kis 
Pcople in all Times of Trouble. This we ſtill read in 
Scriprure was the Courſe of holy Men, and they found it 
was not. in vain. And to this Day will God's faichful 
Servants find the good EffeRs of thus devourly applying 
themſelves to God by Prayer, For his Eyes are ever upon 
the righteous, and his Ear open to their Cry. He takes pity 
on them, comforts and ſupports them. He'll jay no more 
upon them than he enables them to bear ; and in his good 
Time he ſupplies thelr Wants, and deljvers them | 
eheir Aﬀfiictions, yea, he curns them into Bleſſings, and 
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But how ſad Is the Condition of a wicked Man, who 
has no ſuch. Knowledge of God, no'Love to hooker, 
ExpeRations of Help and Relief from him ? Even in his 
greateſt Proſperity he's a very miſerable Man, whilſt he 
lives wichour God in the World :. But he feels himſelf ro 
be ſo indeed, when he falls into any great Calamity; avd 
knows not which way to euro himſelf for Help and Com- 
fort. - For as Wickedneſs ſtill brings Men into Miſery (as 
T have before ſhewn ) ſo there ic leaves them in the moſt 
wretched foxlort Condition.. And the il Temper of thetr 
Minds, adds Weight and Load to their Calamities, and 
grievouſly encreaſes the Smarr of them. The Senſe of 


their own Guile ſometimes torments their Conſclences z 
_ and fills them with Fear and Horrour : Sometimes they 


rage and fret againſt thoſe that helpt on their Suffering: 

and ſometimes they even blaſpheme God himſelf, and 
murmur againſt his Providence, Whilſt the good Man 
with 7eb bleſles God in all his Aflidions, theſe are ready 
to follow rhe Counſel of his Wife, even ro Curſe God and 


dye. ' For being full of Anguiſh and Deſpalr, they are _ 


at their wits end, and weary of their very Liyes, as we read 


of Cain and Judas, and ſuch like, . borh in Scripture and \ 


other Hiſtory.. For my part 1 do verily think, that next 


to the Devilsand thoſe in Hell, there are no Creatures in” 
the World more mlſerable than wicked ungodly People z_ 


and whilft we ſee what the common Fruit of Sin is her 
on Earth, we may eaſily be eonvinced that ir leads to He: 
and Damnation hereafter. And all this do Men madly and 


wilfully rum into by their own evil Doings; even as a Mair 


char thruſts his Hands into the Fire, is like to feel Pain 
and Smart. By forſaking of God, they forſabe their own 
Mercies, and finning againſt him, they wrong their own Souls, 
yea, their Bodies roo, and al] rheir Concerns. Thus you 
ſee thar an holy Life is moſt profitable for us even in this 
preſent World, prevcnting much Evil, and bringing all 
manner of Good along with it. Or if a Man ſhould fall 
ioro ſuch hard times, as to ſuffer mecrly for Religion and 
2 


he has promiſed »- 
| omm.,8 28. O what a Happineſs is it _-- 
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a good Conſcience, he ſhall then commonly find fach 
wonderful Comfort and SatisfaQtion of Mind,that he will 
triumph and rejoyce in the midft of his Sufferings : As 
we know the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians did, and 
that eſpecially in Hope of the glorious Rewards laid up 
for good Men in the Heavens. But that brings me to 
the laſt Conſideration I ſhall mention. 

Laſtly, Namely, That an holy Life thro the rich Mer- 
cy of God, will render us perfet#ly and eternally bleſſed in the 
World to come, whereas a wicked Courſe of Lifegleads to eter- 
nal Miſery and Torment, According as we live in this 
World, ſo muſt we fare in the next : For this Life is a 
State of Trial in order to Eternity.Even at Death a good 
Man has Ground of much Comfort,having the Teftimo- 
ny ofa good Conſcience, and the Senſe of God's Love,fo 
that with St. Stephen, he may commit his Soul into the 
Hands of the Lord Jeſus, who is ready to receive him. 
But how ſad is it with a wicked Man,when beſide all the 
Pains of the Body, his Mind is tormented with the Re. 
membrance of hisSins,and with theFears of God's Wrath ? 
But the great Difference will be made at the-Day of Jadg- 
ment; when the Sheep ſball be ſet at Chriſt's right Hand, 
and the Goats on the left ; as you have it deſcribed,' Mar. 
25. 31, &. To thoſe on the right Hand, that is, the 
Pious and good, will be pronounced that joyful Sentence, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father,inherit the Kingdom prepared 
nd then ſhall 
they enter into that moſt glorious Kingdom, where nei- 
ther Sin nor Sorrow ſhall ever diſturb them more; where 
they ſhall never feel nor fear any manner of Evil or Pain, 
exher of Soul or Body. But fhall be admitted into the 
immediate Preſence of God, where there is all Fulneſs of 
Joy for evermore. They ſhall have ſuch a clear Know- 
ledg of the ever-bleſſed God, and-ſuch a lively Senſe of 
his infinite PerfeQion,as will fill chem with Admiration, 
Love and Praiſe: Andthey ſhall feel the Love of God and 
their Saviour ſo fully ſhed abroad upon them,as ſhall raiſe 
their Hearts to the very utmoſt Heights of Joy and 
Thankfulneſs,and their Mouths ſhall be filled with Halle- 
Iujahs and Songs of Praiſe, and in this moſt delightfal 
Employment ſhall they joyn with all the bleſſed Compa- 
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ny of Heaven for ever and ever. Thar's the PerfeA&ion of 
all,chat the Joys of Heaven. ſhall never haye an End. Ir is 
both a moſt exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory that's 
promiſed, 2 Cor. 4. 19, 18, For ever ſhall we remain with 
the Lord. 1 Theſ. 4. 17. The eternal God will be the Por- 
rion of his People, .and their Joy in him ſhall never be 
leſſened, or abated thro” all Erernity, They ſhall be al- 
ways bleſſing and praiſing him, always ſatisfied and raviſh- 
ed with the beholding of his Glories and the Enjoyment 
of his Love ; always actaheng with the moſt pleaſanc. 
and agreeable Society. of Angels and Saints: And never 
more ſhall dear Friends and Companions 'be ſeparated 
from .each other, when once. they are met in Heaven. 
Death hath now no Power over them, They are become 
in ſome meaſure even like to Chriſt himſelf,and chere ſhall - 
ſee him as he is in all his Glory, Phil. 3. 21. Fob. 3.2. 
Bur what it is thus to be madelike to Chriſt, to ſee God 
and enjoy him,we are nor able fully to expreſs or conceive 
whilſt we are here in the Bodyzto compare the Glories of 
Heaven to all the Riches and Honours of Courts and Pala- 
ces here below,were greatly ro leſſen and diſparage them, 
So great are thoſe Heavenly Glories and' Joys, that they 
can never be clearly. known till rhey are enjoyed : As a 
blind Man can neyer tell what Light is, cill his Eyes are 
open to diſcern ir. It's enough for us that we have full 
Aſſurance from rhe Promiſes of the Goſpel, thar ſuch a 
State of unſpeakable Happineſs there is provided for good 
Men in the Life to come. And as the Lord Jeſus is gone 
before to prepare Ic for them, ſo now by his holy Spiric 
he prepares them for that bleſſed Place, by working in 
them that Grace which firs them for Glory, and is the 
very Firſt Fruits and Beginnings of ir in their Souls, True 
Holineſs Is the moſt certain Pledge of eternal Happineſs, 
and makes us meet for it, Ep#. 1.13, 14. Col. tr. 12. 
Since then ſuch a Glory there Is, ſo infinirely great, 
ſo ſure and certain, ſhall we not all be perſwaded to ſeek 
after ir, by walking in thoſe holy Ways that lead thereto ? 
Surely we ſhall, if we have any Belief of God's Word, 
any Regard to our own Intereſt. Muft our Souls live 
for ever in another World, and ſhall we not uſe our ut- 
moſt Care and Diligence re make them happy for ever 
rhere ? 


there? Are they not our own Souls ? And do they not 
then deſerve eur Love and Care ? If we be wiſe and good, 
i it not for our ſelves, for our own Happineſs ? And b there 
any other Way to make our ſelves happy but by gaining 
the Loye of Sod and eternal Life? Do we not ſee that all 
worldly Comforts are ſhorr and uncerralin? They wither 
fn our Hagds, and periſh in the uſing. Oor NeJghbours and 
Acqualnrance are dilly dying round about us ; many of our 
deareſt Friends and Relacions are already gone before us, 
and we our ſelves are fwiftly following after. We are juſt 
upon the Borders of Eternity,” liable ro a Thouſand Dif- 
caſes and Miſchances that may ſoon ſtop our Breath, and 
then we arc gone. Since then, we cannor make ſure of 
this Life, nor the Enjoyments of ir: O ler us ſee ro make 
fare of eternal Glory 3 which we may do, by God's Afſfi- 
ance, eyenthe pooreſt Man on Earth, If he will become 
firicerely pious and good. For God Is no RefſpeRer of 
Perſons. Chriſt died for poor Men as well as rich; and 
they that have no Inheritance on Earth, may be Heirs: of 
the Heavenly Kingdom, if they berich in Faith and Love 
to God, 7am.2.5. And methinks they that kave ſo much 
trouble and ſorrow in this life, ſhould be moved to ſeek 
frer Riches and Glory In the'life to come. There the 
Gooref! Lazaris ſhall have a Thouſand times'more Pleaſure 
and Joy, than any of the proud Dives's,'or rich Gluttons 
and Epicures have now In their delicious Fare and gor- 
geous Apparel. Nay, the very Hopes of this Glory may 
fill the good, Man's Mind, with ſo much Joy. that he will 
even forget his Poverty, and not count his Affliftion wor- 
thy ro be compared with the Happiveſs he hopes for ; 
nor would he change Eſtates with the-greateſt Prince upon 
Earth, . who is a Stranger to theſe Hopes, Thus it was 
with the Holy Apoſtles and their Followers, 2-Cor.6.10. 
J Pet. 1. 6,9.8. = | 
Thus have I briefly rold you ſomewhar of the happl- 
neſs of the godly in the World to come : Bur on the o0- 
ther Hand confider what will be the Portion of the wick- 


ed, who deſpiſe rhe Mercies of God, and the Offers and 


Pramiſcs of rhe Goſpel, theſe will at laſt fall under his 
heavy Wrath and Vengeance, and there muſt remain for 


ever in the moſt intolerable Torment of. Soul and ag” 
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uch as Fire and 
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moſt drhadiul chings; 


Brimmſtone, 3nd, a never dying Worm thar perpetually 
gnaws; and ſtings their Hearts., . They. are cait into out- 


er, Darknels,- where. there is weeping and walling and 
gnaſhing of Teeth, nor the leaſt glimmering of Hope or 
Comforr to all Ecervity, Mat. 2.5. 39,41445. Mark 9.14 3- 
co the End ; 2 Theſſ.1.7,8,9., Theſe are che Goats that 
being ſer on the lefr Hand, muſt hear char doleful Sen- - 
rence, Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting Fire prepas 
red for the Devil ana his Angels. An heavy Doom, and yer 
moſt juſt. For they departed from God and negleGed; his 
Service here on Earth, and therefore now they mall 6 
part from his Preſence, in which their corrupt Minds can 
rake no Delight. They preferr'd the Tavern,and ihe Ale. 
houſe before the Houſe of God;and rook more Pleaſure; 

feaſting and drinking. in roaring and reve]{ing amongſt 
rheir wicked Companions, than in worſhipping of: God 
in the Communion of Saints : They loyed nor Prayers 
and Praiſes jn the Afﬀemblies of his People, nor had any 
mind ro come to the Lord's Table, though often invi- 
red thereto; and therefore. muſt chey now be ſhut oug 


* from ſuch holy Company, and from ſuch high, and hea. 


venly Employments, for which they are alrogether unfit.- 
They were many of them preatly given'to Curing, and. 
now i.'s come upon them. That Curſe of God which they 
to their Rage often wiſhed ro their Neighbour, is now fal- 
len upon-chemſelves, Nay, did not many of theſe pro- 
phane Wretches even call for this Curſe -upon their own 
Heads, in thar helliſh Language of God damn me 2? And 
what wonder if their, Petition be now granted, and chey 
ſenrenced eo that Damnation which they-thus called for 2 
By the Devil they were led and guided, and by his wick. 
ed Inſtruments and their own brulriſh Luſts 3 and there- 
fore now they muſt have the Devil and his Angels, and 
damned Sinners like themſelyes ro be their Companians 
in Torment, . who are ſo far from pirying or comforting 
eachother, that rather they- curſe one another! now/,1n 
their: Miſery ,: who'before. tempted oneranorher..to ; Sit 
O ſad meeting of re Drunkards, the Whoretongers/and 
the Harlors there rogether in thoſe ſcorching Flames: 


Where in yaia they cry out for a Drop of Wacter to _ 
| cir 
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their Torgs . I muſt nothe granted; their good things | 
are all palt an 


d gone ; and the Remembrance of all their 
Riot and Lewdneſs ſerves but to encreafe their Tormenr. 
And now alſo they may remember how God did again 
and again call upon them, and they would not hear ; 
neither therefore will he now hear their Cries, when Pain 
and Anguiſh is come upon them, Prov. 1:24. to the End. 
And though they may cry out againſt their Companions 
and accuſe the Devil, and in their Rage. blaſpheme G 
himſelf, yet will their Conſciences fly with greateſt Fu- 
upon themſelves, who in ſpite. of all the Warnings 
t were given them, did by their own wilful and im- 
[4m nuance in Sin, plunge themſelves into this 
FO from whence they muſt never be releaſed. O 
dreadful Words, everlaſting Fire Eternal Torment ! 
How does the Thought of this ſink and break their 
Hearts, and fills them with deepeſt Horrour and De- 
ſpair ! Who can dwell with everlaſting Burnings ? Who 
can ? And yet the damned Sinner ft, though in the 
moſt raging and impatient manner. After they have lain 
thouſands and millions of Years in that Place of Tor- 
ment, yet is there not a Moment leſs to come, there is 
2 whole Eternity ſtill behind. * The Worm never dies, 
the Flame is zever quenched. Nor is God to be accuſed 
of Severity in all this, ſince it was the Sinners own do- 
ing, the Fruit of their own Choice: For they knew that 
Sin would fink chem into Hell, and yet they would ven- 
ture upon it. And indeed it finks them rhither as natu- 
rally as a Stone falls to the Ground, Even here on 
Earth, the proud and covetous, the malicious and re- 
vengeful, the profane and ſenſual do kindle ſomewhat 
of Hell in their own Souls ; and whilſt they carry alon 
with them the ſame wicked Temper of Mind, it mu 
ſtill needs make them moſt wretched and miſerable in 
another World, as long as ever their Souls live, and 
theſe Vices ſtick to them, that is, to all Eternity. Let 
not him that carries Fire in his Boſom accuſe God's Pro. 
vidence for making the Fire hot, when he feels ic burn 
him ; but let him blame his own Folly and Wilfulneſs : 


And ſo muſt ſel>condemaned Sinners be forced to do. 
And 


ſon in the World that you 


ory nd all the Rea» 

; | peedly repent you 

of your Sins,and caſt them from you With Las I or” 
Deteftation, and henceforward ſet upon a Courſe of ſeri. 
ousHolineſs,that ſo you may eſcape all this Miſery threat- 
ned to the wicked,and may partake of that Glory which 

is promiſed to the pious and good 2 Does not a Thou- 
ſand Pound a Year deſerve the Labour of one Day? And 
will not all the Joys of Heaven, that ſhall laſt for ever 
and ever, abundantly reward our Diligence in God's Ser- 
vice for this ſhort Life time ? And are not the eternal 
Torments of Hell enough to reſtrain Men from a looſe 
and ſinful Life;though it were never ſo profitable or plea- 
ſant here for a little while ? But you have before heard 
it fully proved, that even at preſent an holy Life is in all 
ReſpeQs moſt for our Benefit and Comfort.So that with- 
out doubt a good Man finds more Sweetneſs and Satisfa&ti- 
on in theWay to Heaven,than Sinners do in the Way to 
Hell. Our gracious God appoints us an eafie and honou- 
rable Service, and gives glorious-Rewards : But the De- 
vil isa moſt cruel Maſter, and ſets his Slaves to the vileſt 
Drudgery, and afterwards pays them very ſad Wages, 
Rom. 6. 21, 22, 23. Whether then will you be Chriſt's 
Freemen, or the Devil's Bondflaves ? Whether will 
you walk in the good Ways of God, that bring Peace 
and Comfort here on Earth,and eternal Glory in Heaven 
or in the crooked Paths of Sin, which now bring Sorrow, 
and Shame, and Pain, and hereafter will plunge you into 
eternal Miſery and Torment in Hell'? Thus are Life and 
Death, Happineſs and Miſery ſet before you ; what Choice 
then will you make ? One would think there was no 
great Difficulty in this Caſe,ro a Man thar has the Uſe of 
his Reaſon, if he will at all make uſe of it in the Aﬀeairs 
of his Soul. A little thinking ſerves turn to convince 
Men that there is no reaſon why they ſhould chuſe Pover- 
ty and Reproach,Pain and Impriſonment (if they can ho- 
neſtly avoid them) rather than Riches and Honour, -Eaſfe 
and Liberty. But I am fure there is a Thouſand times 
leſs reaſon for a Man'to diſobey God,and damn his Soul 
for ever, rather than to pleaſe = ſerve him, and 'fo 
make ſure of eternal Salvation, Wherefore kt nw _ 


And now tell me I befeech 


beſeech you-ro take the Matter into Conſideratſon, and 


think ſeriouſly what is moſt reaſonable and moſt for your 
awe Incereft, and then chuſe accordingly, And I pray 
- - God dirc& your Hearrs romake fo wiſe a Choice that you _ 
.. _may never: haye Cauſe to repent of ſr,cither in this World 
.. ,©r thac to come, Amen. Ee; hot | 


ee 


CHAP. Il. 


A brief Deſcription of an Holy Life, with ſome 
= © fyort Direftions in order thereto. 


TE you now demand of me wherein confifts this Holineſs 
[| _of Life,ro which I have been thus long and earneſily 
exhorting you, thar 1 hope you may in ſome meaſure un- 
derſtand by refle&ing on whar I ſaid at the Beginning,and 
by atrending ro what I have intimated all along in my - 
Diſcourſe. Yet for your Aﬀiffance, I ſhall ſomewhat more 
plainly preſent it ro you, tho bur very briefly ; as no 
other cat be expected 1n this little Paper. 

In the geveral then (as I have before expreſs'd it) I am 
only perſwading you co live as becomes true Chriſtians, 
according to your Baptiſmal Vow,in rhe keeping of which 
conſiſts your Chriſtiaviry. Now, by your Baptiſm you are 
engaged to believe in, and obey, God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, You! muſt fincerely and 
heartily own God the Father. as your Maker and Preſer- 
ver, the Son of God: as your Redeemer, and the Holy 
Ghoſt as your SanQtifier, Guide and Comforter. And 
accordingly muſt you behave your ſelf both in Heart and 
Life : And therefore you muſt renounce the Devil, the 
World and the Fleſh, which would draw you off from 
God, and muſt ftedfaſily believe the Articles of your 
Chriftian Faich, and carefully keep God's holy Will and 
Commandmentrs all the Days of your: Life... ;Y.our Faich is 
required ja order roQbedience: For if you do nox. believe 
Chriſt's Goſpel,” you are not like to obey. it. In-theſe 
Twe things then conſiſts the Religion of a Cre, » 
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his Bapriſm, viz. it believio 
what Jeſus' Chriſt hath revealed, and in doing what he 
hath commanded, Tn ſhort, he is a good Chriſtian who 
does firmly believe-'his Creed, and carcfully keep the 
Commandments, --- Ef OF SHI0S 
The Dodrins which we are to believe, are indeed 
more largely and fully delivered in the holy Scriprures, 
which were written by Men inſpired by the holy Ghoſt, 
and accordingly ought ro be received as the Ward of 
God, and tovbe diligently read, and ftedfaſtly believed, 
Bur the chief Arcicles of the Chriſtian-Fairh are briefly 
furm'd 'up in that which we-call the Apoſtles Creed, 7 
believe in God the Father,” &c; ' This I hope you are well 
acquainted wich, ir being fo - ſhort and plain, and daily 
repeated in the-Church Service z and therefore 1 ſhall 
not {cr ir down at-large.” And this alſo I hope you'do be- 
lieve ro be*moſt true. You would rake ir ill; if T ſhould 
queſtion your Belief of the Creed, withour which you 
are not to be'reckoned as Chrifijavs, Bur let me adviſe 
you to conſider feriouſly” and frequently of theſe great 
Truths contained in the Creed, rhar you may more clear» 
Jy underſtand chem; and' he more affeted with: chem. 
And pray ſ:e that your belief of them be yery frm and 
deep rooted in your Soul,-thar: ſo the Fruit of your Fairh 
may appear in the Holineſs of your Life, _ Without cs, 
the bare knowing of the Creed, and repeatirg ir never 15 
ofren will ſtand us jn no ſtead. For, 'as 1 told you, 
Obedience is the End of Faith. And #] the Articles: of 
our Belief do moſt plizinly 'tend £3 make'us holy an 4 
good,” if we'will bur carefully-artend to themy and con- 
fider well of them. To ſhcw it. in 2 few Words, 1f-werhe- 
lieve that God the Futher 4imighty made 14 and all theWyrid, 
then ate we bound ro love and honour him, ro worſhip 
and obey him as our Maker and Preſerver, who is Al- 
mighty to Power, /ivfinite in Wiſdom, G.odnefs, and a'l 
manner of 'PerfeRions.' - If we belicye thar Feſies. Chr is} 
is the Son of God, and the Reaeemer of M-n'ind, who djed 
for 14, and yoſe again, *atid aſcended” to: Heaven, wni will 
thence come ts Judge the quick and! the deag. aid wit grant 
Fouall ptnicetit and obedient: Beljzvers, whe 1 Rorgiueneſs 
of Their Sins,” and *everlafting” Life,” but witl-enrence 
pron D 
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the wicked to everlaſting Miſery : Our 
d us to true Repenrance and Amendment of Life, and 


to an humble Dependenee cn the Mercies of God, and. 


the Nerirs of Chriſt, for Pardon and Salvation. And- jf 
we believe, That jt _s the Office of the Holy Ghoſt to ſanFifie 
7, and allthe elef} People of God ;'then ought we to pray 


-ro God for his holy: Spirit, and we muſt comply with his 


good Motions, and ſubmit to-his working upon our Souls, 
that he may ſanifie us and make us holy, that fo we 
may be living Members of Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church, 
And in this Church: we are bound co conrinue, that ſo in 
the Communion of Saints, we may enjoy the Benefit of 
the Word, Sacraments and Prayer, by which means the 
Holy Ghoſt works Grace in us, and encreaſcs the ſame, 


rill-it be perfeted in erernal Glory, ro which good Men 


ſhall be advanced both in Soul and Body at the Reſur- 
region, as their Souls made Entrance upon ir. preſently 
2ter their Death. 

Thus you-ſee how a right Belief leads a Man to Holiaeſs 
of Life. And therefore in holy Scripture do we. find fo 
much Mention made of Faith, or of believing in God 
and in Chriſt. This in many places is highly exrolled, 
and moſt ftriftly required of us, as the very Sum of our 
Duty ; inſomuch that we are often ſaid to be juftified or 
pardoned: on account of our Faith, and ro he ſaved by 
Faith, and all this chiefty, as Iſuppoſe, becauſe true Faith 
produces Obedience, and makes a Man become an hum- 
dleand fincere Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo makes us 
fit for the Mercies of God in and chro' our bleſſed Savi- 
our. Bur when Faith does not bring forth the Fruir of 
Holinefs, and good Works, it's of - no Value with God, 
nor will ftand-us in any ftead, as you may ſee ar: large in 
the ſecond Chapter of Sr. Fames, io name no other places. 
Wherefore you know we are cngag'd by our Baptiſm,nor 
only to believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith,buc 
alſo to keep God's Commandments, which Fam to ſpeak 
of neXxr. <; % | 

Now thefe Commandmenrs are alfo plainly contained 
in the holy Scriprures: and therefore there is ſtill more 
reaſon why you ſhould diligemly read and ſtudy the ſame, 
that yon-may know the Wilt of God and do ir. I 
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that is to be dene by us,1 reckon it contained in the Ten. 
Commandments, as they are explained to us, and urged 
upon us, both by the-Prophets in the Old Teſtament, 
and by our Saviour and his Apoſtles in the New : Eſpe- 
cially in our Saviours Sermon in the Mount,in the Fifth, 
Sixth and Seventh Chapters of St. Marthew. And there- 
fore often read over theſe Three Chapters. There/you 
will find what manner of Perſons the Diſciples of Jeſus 
ought to be; even like their Maſter, of an humble low! 
Spirit,* meek and gentle, pure and peaceable, -merciful, 
patient,and the like. Such as theſe he pronounces bleſſed 
in-the Beginning of that heavenlySermon,and theſe alone 
are they whom he will make moſt bleſſed with himſelf 
for ever. But if you will have the Sum of your Daty 
to God and your Neighbour, as required by the Ten 
Commandments, briefly repreſented, take it in the very 
Words of the Church Catechiſm. - - 

My Duty towards God is to believe in him ;+to fear him; 
to love him with all my Heart, with all my:Mind,; with aft 
my. Soul, and with all my Strength ; to worſhip him 5 to 
give him Thanks ; to put. my whole Truſt iu him ; to cal 
upon him ; to honour his. holy Name and his.Waord.; and to 
ſerve him traly all the Days of my Lifes | +- 

My- Duty towards my Neighbour, is to love him. as my ſelf, 
and t0 do to all Men as 1 would they ſhould do tome. To love, 
honour, and ſuccour my Father and Met her.To honour and 0= 
bey: the King,and all that are put in Authortty under himeTo 
ſubmit my ſelf to all my Governours,Tearhers,Spiritual Pa 
flors and Maſters. - Toorder my ſelf lowly and reverently to 
all my Hetters. To hurt no body by Ward or Deed. To be true 
andjuft in all my Dealings. To bear no Malice nor Hatred 
in my Heart; To keep my Hanas from picking and ftealing, 
my Tongue from evil-ſpeaking lying and /{andering.' To keep 
19. Body in Temper ance, Soberneſs and Chaſtity. Not to covet 
and deſire other Mens Goods; but to learn and labour truly to 
get my own Living,and to do my Duty in that State of Life 
into which it ſhall pleaſe God to call me.- 

Here you have your Duty in a lictle room, which you 
may eafily keep in Memory ;but eſpecially beg of God to 
write his Laws in your Heart, that you may freely and - 
chearfully obey them io One and Core Ong 

2 Or 


for your further Aſſiſtance, I ſhall a lirtle enlarge vpen 
the chief of cheſe Duties, eſpecially the Love of God and 
your Neighbour, and ſo conclude wich forme ſhort and 
general Diredions for the guiding of your Sreps more 
readily and conflantly in the Ways of Holineſs all theDays 
ef your Life. - 

To love God with all our Heart and Soul, is the firft 
and great Commandment 3 as our Saviour himſcif reach» 
eth ns, Mat, 22. 37; 38. This makes us more eafily to 
obey all che reft-of his Commands. For if we truly love 
Bod, we ſhall be: very fearful ro offend him, and very 
carcful ro pleaſe him in all our Ways. And then do- we 
eualy love God with all our Heart, when we love him 
More than all other things in the World,more than Rich- 
es, Pleaſures, Honour, Friends, or any other Enjoyments, 
yea,more than our very Lives ; fo that we will parr wi;h 
M, rather than loſe the Favour of God, in which we ac- 
count oar Happineſs chiefly ro confift, This I rake ro be 
#he very Eſſence of Religion , and *ris that without 
which our Saviour -tells us, we cannot be his Diſciples, 
Kdat. 10. 37, 38. Bur when once we are got to this bleſ- 
fed Temper, we ſhall find ir no very hard Matter to de- 

our felves, and rake up our Croſs, and follow our 
Lord and Mafter both in well-doipg and in patient Suffer- 


"Wherefore ler us earneſtly beg of God by his holy Spt- 
gir $0 work this Love in our Hearts. Ar.d'ro our Prayers 
Jer us add our own diligent Endeavorrs ; and eſpecially 
Jer us be much in thinking of all the Goodneſs and loving 
Kindneſs of God, manifeſted to us and ro.all rhe World. 
Ret us conſider what he has done for us alteady, both 
for Soul and Body, ard whar he has. promiſed ro do in 
the Life ro come. And never ler cur Hearts be ar ref, 
nll they are entirely fixed upon the ever-bleſſed God as 
aur chicfcſt Good, and ovly fatisfying Portion. And Jer 
xs earneſtly ſeck his Favour through our Lord Jeſus, rhe 
Mediator, who eame into the World on purpoſe to bring 
us iBto a ſtare of frievdfkip with God,that we might love 
him, and be loved of him, and live with him for ever in 
Love and Joy. But always remember thar Obedience to 
God, Is the only;ſure Evidence of true ſaving Loye, He 

| that 
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, great Peace and Quiet to our Minds, 7a. 26. 3,4. 


, n 


that loves God; willthate and abbor Sin and Wickednefs. 
Lec the Son pretend what Love and Honour he wilkes 
his Father; he does not rruly love him, except he uſe all 
due care ro pleaſe him. By 
And if you do thus fincerely love God as your Farber, 
then you may always comfortably truſt in him, and "48+ 
pend upon him, which is anorher great Dury, and brings 


you live in Obedience to God's Commands, you hawe:: 

fare Intereft in his Promiſes, and may ſafely rely upemtiis 
good Providence for the Performance of then. t6-- 
tore whatever your wants, your Dangers,or Suffcringyare, 
do not difiruſt the Providence of God, bur wait patieay- 
1y, and do your own Duty, and be aflured, God in'hvis 
good rime,will ſuccour and relieve you;he will direR,com- 
fort and ſtrengthen you. Let all che Experience you 
have hicherro had of his loving Kindneſs, engage you-ro 
truſt in him as long as you live. And take great care thar 
you never murmur nor repine againſt God under any AF- 
flition whatever, when you meer with rhe heavieſt 
Croſſes and Diſappointments, or loſe your deareft Relati- 
ons and Friends, fay with holy Fob, The Lord gives, und 
the Lord tahes away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, Be- 
feech God ro reach you that excellent Leflon of Conrenit- 
ment in all Eftares, Phil. 4. 11,12,13- Though you:may 
be low and poor In the World, yer confider, you h 
always cauſe robe thankſuk; but never any reaſon to eqpe+ 
plain. God knows what Condirionis beft for us, and ler 
ns Jeave it to himto chuſe whar we fhall have. We thar 
deſerve nothing bur Wrath and Miſery, ought to agkimuy- 
ledg the grear Goodneſs of God, that we are on thiyfde 
Hell. Ir ts of the Lord's Mercies,that we are not wk 
ſumed, and that we do enjoy any Meaſure of Comfort 

Think how poor the Lord Jefus was for our Sakes, who 
had not where to: lay: his Head, and/was minſtred tob 

rhe Subſtance of others';- and in the:ſame:niean C . 
on did the holy Apoſtles: live. Your: low Condition 


' frees you from a'grear many Snares and-Temprarions and 


from a great many Cares avd Sorrows tharrich People 
meer with, If you bur truly/love God, and have a Trea- 
furc in HeaveB, you ate very rich, though you haye a 
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34 The Chziſtian Bonito. 
ther Gold nor Silver. '- Fear not, but God will give you 
and yours Food and Raiment, and having that, ler us be 
| content and thankful, Yea, Jet us put the very worſt, 
that we ſhould ſtarve to Death for want of Bread ( which 
nor one of a Thouſand does in Times of Peace and Plen- 
ty ) yer if "our Souls be fir for Heaven, and carried thi- 
ther, we ſhall have ro Cauſe to complain of the manner 
of our Death, I have been a little the larger upon this 
for the ſake of poor People, who are apt ro be diſcon- 
rented, and to murmur at their Condition; tho alas, they 


commonly bring themſelves into jr, or make jt much 


worſe by their own careleſs and looſe Lives,as was before- 
mentioned. 
And yet before I proceed tothe Duty you owe to your 


Neighbour, ler me in a few Words dire& you, as to the - 


Worlhip of God in Prayers and Praiſes. This 1s a Duty 


moſt frequently enjoyn'd In Scripture, and practiſed by - 
all good Men, and the very Light of Nature may direct - 


us to It, We have daily need of God's Mercy, and do daily 
raſte of it, and therefore we are taughr to-pray continually, 


and 7n everything to give Thanks, To God alone mutt + 
we offer up our Prayers and Praiſcs.in the Name of Jeſus - 


Chriſt, as he himſelf reacheth us, Mat. 4. 10, 7ob 16. 23. 


We muſt nor pray to Angels or Saints, nor make uſe of - 
them as our Mediarors, for this is the peculiar Office of : 


Chriſt, who died for us, and is now interceding- at the 


right Hand of God, 1 Tim. 2.5. Heb. 7. 25, Wherefore }.: 
we mean, finful Creatures, muſt always come to God in - 
the Name of Chrift, and for his ſake alone, hope. for the 

Favour of God, the Pardon of our Sins, the Acceprance. - 
of our Perſons -and Services, and: the Salvation 'of our 


Souls. ok 
. . And our Saviour teacheth us to worſhip Godin a pure 
and ſpiritual Manner, with our Hearts and Souls ; becauſe 


he is a Spirir, and ſearches the Hearts of Men, fob.4.24. . 


Wherefore by no means may we make any Image or P 


Aure of God, nor ma; we give religious Worſhip ro an 


Image,which is dire&ly contrary to the ſecond Command. 
ment. Neither may we frame in our Minds any. bodily 
Shape or Likeneſs of God when we pray to him, but mult 


conceive of him as a moft pure and glorious Spirit, maſt 
powerful 
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pewerful, and wiſe, and good, who fills rhe whole World 
with his Preſence,and is always near co us, tho nor to be 
ſeen with bodily Eyes ; and hears our Prayers, and knows 
our Wants, and is both able and willing to help us. 

Our Saviour hath commanded us to pray in private, 
when we are alone, Mat. 6. 6. And there he taught his 
Diſciples hew ro pray, and hath given us thar moſt excel. 
lent Form which we call che Lord's Prayer, Our Father 
which art in Heaven, &c. which by the way, may aſſure 
us, that Forms of Prayer are very lawful, and the Lord's 
Prayer may both ſerve for a Patrern ro dire us jn all our 
Prayers, and alſo is ir ſelf moſt fir to be uſed and joyned 
to our other Prayers. But ic is not proper to uſe the Be- 
lief and the Ten Commandments for Prayers, as the Man- 
ner is of poor ignorant People 3 tho we ought often to 
think of them, or rehearſe them, for the quickning of our 
Faith, and the guidiog of our Lives. 

Upon all Occafions, 1n all our Troubles and Diftreſfles, 
let us be much in Prayer ro God, and ſtill ſeek ro him, 
for Mercy and Comfort, who is always nigh to them that 
call upon him in Truth and Sincerity. Would the poor 
Man ſeck as earneſtly to God for Relief, as. he does to his 
rich Neighbour, he would find it the ſureſt Courſe to 
have his Wants ſupplied. And ler us alſo frequently be 
lifting up our Hearts ro God in Thanksgiving and Praiſe, 
for all his Mercies and Fayours which he beftows u 
us. Thus may even the pooreſi Man have his Mind of- 
ren employ'd when he is at work in the Shop, or in the 
Field, or when he is walking in the way, or ſailing on 
che Seas, which would not hinder, but further his Lae 
bours, and make them more eaſic and pleaſant. Bur be 
ſure ro ſet ſome Time apart every day for ſolemn prayer: 

Very fit it is to begin the Day with Prayer to God, as 
ſoon as we riſe out of Bed ; bleſſing his Name for our 
Preſeryation and quiet Reſt, begging his gracious Pre- 
ſence with us all the Day, that we may be kept from all 
Evil, eſpecially from Sin, the worſt of all. And at the 
Evening let.this be our laft Work before we lie down to 
feep; humbly to commit our ſclves co God by Prayers. 
Pal. 92s I, 2» 
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_ Exceedirg uſeful is it for thoſe who have Familics, to * 
Joyn rogether. Morning and Evening  Fivyer ro:God, 
| 


and jt reading ſome part of his holy Word, for which 
purpoſe there are many good Books of Devartion : And 
thu they have none of them, yet rhey may uſe ſuch of the 
Prayers of the Church as are proper | for their purpoſe, 
which are to-be'found in the Morning and Evening Ser- 
vice, and in other places. 


Before you ſit down to Meat, beg God's Bleſſing upon - 


it, and afcerwards reryurn Thanks for it. 

Buc befides our Devotions in rhe Family or Cloſer, our 
great Duty is to worſhip God in the publick Aſſemblies 
of his People, which by no means we onght to forſake, 
Heb. to. 25. Suffer not your ſelves therefore by any Pre- 
tences whatever to be drawn away, either by Papiſts or 


SeQaries, from the publick Worſhip of God, as ir is now + 


by Law eftabliſhed in the Church of England. Bur ſee 


that you duly reſort ro your Pariſh Churches, and-thar - 
not only on Holy-days, but on the Week-days, when you © 


have Opportuniry and Leiſure. More eſpecially fee thar 
you confiancly frequent the Church on the Lord's Day,if 
not hindred by Sicknefs, or ſome other very great-and 
urgent Cauſe. Ler not that excuſe keep you from Church, 
which would nor keep you from the Market. Bring as 
many of your Family along with you as can poſſibly be 
ſpared. Come to the very Beginning of the Scrvice,and 


fray quietly ro the End of it, not running away before 


the Bleſſing, as rwany careleſs People rudely dos if they 
were glad ro per away, as from a Priſon. Behave your 
ſelves with ail due Reverence, both of Body and Mind 
confidering the Majefty of rhar God, in whoſe Preſence 
you ſtand, before whom the very Angels veil their Faces, 
Always kneel at your Prayers, if there be Convemence, 
or ſtand ar leaft, Pſal. 95. 6. Above all, look well to 
the Temper of your Sou!, and keep” up an'awful 'Senſe 
of rhe great God tro whom you are praying, and mind 
well Whar is ſaid, as you go along with the Prayers, and 
offer up your Defires'ro God ; orherwiſe, though you 
may ſpeak much, you do nor pray ar all. Avold all vain 
and wandring Thoughts, as much as poſſible. When you 


joyn in the Confcſſion of Sins, rhink of your own pare = . 
7 


Jar Faults, and be deeply humbled for them : And be un- 
feignedly thankful for all God's Mercies, whilft you are 
praifing his Name ; and earneſtly long after that Grace 
you pray for. Attend with Care and Reverence ro God's 

ord, when it's read from the Desk, and alſo ro the 
preaching and explaining it from the Pulpit, that you 
may be both'diligent Hearers, and faithful Doers of the 
Word. Nepgleft not the Church in the Afternoon, tho" 
you ſhould live where there is no Sermon. Catechifing 
may be as uſefnl to you, and this to bein all Phees. 
And beſides that, you will hear the Holy Scriptures read, 
and have the Benefit of the pudlick Prayers. 

u come from Chareh, ſpend not the Remain- 
der of the Day in Sports and Fdleneſs, much leſs in Drink- 
ing and Gaming, as too many do: but if you have a Fa- 
mily, let fome Time be ſpent with them, in praying, in 
reading God's Word, and ſome good Book ; and let Chil 
dren and Servants be inftruQed in their Carechiim. Ex- 
aminethem about what they have heard, that fo ir may 
make them more atrentive ; and do you meditate on the 
ſame, that it may ſink into your Heart. Worles of Mer- 
cy and Neceſſity may be done on the Lord's Day ; but by 
no Meansallow your felves in any needleſs Labour, nor in 
travelling upon the Road, or wandring about to make idle 
Viſies. God allows ns fix Days in the Week for our own 
Employments, let ns devote the Lord's Day to his Ser- 
vice, readily and chearfully. "SH 

When the Sacrament of Baptiſm is adminiſtred, do you 
attend to rt. Remember your own Engagement by ha- 
ving received it in your Infancy, and refolve to live an- 
ſwerable thereto. Join in Prayer for God's bleſfing on 
the Children then received into the Church. And when 
you bring your own Children to bo baptized, fee that 
you do moſt fincerely give them np to God, and devote 
them to his Service, with firm Reſolutions to bring them 
up in his Fear, if God ſpare your Lives and theirs, and 
earneſtly pray for his Grace to be given into their Souls. 
And thoſe to whom you ſtand as Sureries, you ought 
to do your utmoſt rowards their good Education in the 
Knowledge of God and Religion , according to the 
Charge given you, _ if the Parents die, or pros 
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which is common in_ ſome Places, / that after. a Child js 
baptized,.the Neighbours that are invited, ſpend the refit 
of the Day in Rior and Drunkennefs, rs pl even 
now. they renounced the.: Lufts of the Fleſh ;: thoſe who 
ſtood at the Font, and. all the reſt, are under the ſame 
Obligation, | EL SHES. 

Whenever you are invited by your Miniſter to the ho- 
ly Communion, do not willingly negle& the inyitation; 
but.come with a cnnpfuf Hex r, to keep up the. remem- 
brance of Chriſt's Love-in. dying for ſinners, according ro 
his expreſs Command, Luke-22:19. Take care to prepare 
your-leives; by true Repenrance for all your, former fins, 
and ftedfaſt purpoſes by God's Grace, throughly to for- 
ſake the ſame, Sce that you be in. perfe& Chariry with all 


Men, freely forgiving thoſe who have offended yon, and 


offering ſarisfation'to thoſe whom you have offended. 
If after this they will not be reconciled,. that's nor your 
faulc, bur theirs; and therefore may not keep you from 
the Sacrament. Stay not away our of a Pretence,. that 
you want time to prepare your ſelf. - For a conſtant holy 
Life, is the beft Preparation. If you are fir for Prayers, 
you are fit for che Communion, Do not think thar the 
Communion 1s only for Rich People. The Souls of the 
Poor are as precious as rhe Rich; and as much.concerned 
io Chrlft's Death ; and they.,have as much. cauſe  ro-re- 
member ir, and (eck afrer the:benefirs of ir. , If you have 
not Mony to Offterar the ColleQtion, ſee thar you Offer up 
your ſelves. to God, and that will be of more Value. 
Complain nor that. you want Clothes, and therefore you 
Abſenr, borh from the Church and Communion ; bur ſee 
rhat you come, in the- Wedding Garment required in the 
Gaſpel, with humble, penicent,' thankful Hearts 3 and 
then you will be welcome Guelſts.ar-Chriſt's Table. For 
your direQion, it you have no Books on this SubjeR, yer 
Read ſerioully che Office for the Communion in the Com- 
nzon Prayer, and you may find very great aſſiſtance from 
It, I's very fic alſo to Conſult wich your Minifter, cſpe- 
cially the frſt time you receive. Afure your ſelves, it's 
a very: heinous lin, to live one year after another, inthe 
vegledt of this weighry Dury,.and argues a. very great Con- 
rempt 


negligent... And pray beware of a very wicked PraQice 
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- of our Saviour's Authority, and of his infinite Love 
and/Kindneſs. | | | 

Before T'leave ſpeaking of your Duty:to God,- ler me 
beſeech: you: carefully ro Abſtain from that. common hai- 
nous ſin of Sweating. . A moſt ſenfleſs piece of wickednels, 
that brings neither pleaſure nor profir along with ir. When 
you are call'd before the Magiſtrate in weighty Caſes, you 
may lawfully ſwear, Heb. 6. 16. bur rake grear Care to 
Swear the Truth, and nothing but the Truth 3 for orher- 
wiſe, you call the True God to. Witneſs a Lye, and do 
even call-for_ his Vengeance 'upon your. ſelves. . In your 
ordinary Communication, avoid al-mantier of Swearing; 
either by the Sacred Name of God, or by any Creature, 
Matth.5.34. Jath.5.12. Uſe nor ſuch Expreflions, 4s you 
hope to be ſav'd, As you hope for mercy ; with others the like, 
which are great Oaths, thongh' frequently uſed upon eve- 
ry ſlight occafion;”-Do not ſo much. as rathly and careleſly 
mention rthe'Holy Name 'of God or Chriſt: bur let you g 
inward: Reverence be manifeſted. 10 ' your ourward Ex- 
preſſions. LO HOEn, SHA] 

And ro this F may ficly joyn an earneft Caution againſt 
the fin of Curfing, ' jn which the Name of God Is: ofcen 
diſhonoured 3; when Men wiſh thar God's Curſe may lighr 
upon others, ſometimes on their very Children and near- 
eſt Relations, ſomerimes on rheir Neighboury and ſome- 
times'on' rheir Catte]; ' Some prophane Wretches wiſh 
Datmnarjon rothoſe they Quarrel with; yea, even to them- 
ſees.” And how-common is it to hear Men in cheir 
Wrath, - wiſh the Pox; - or Plague, or Hanging to their 
Neighbour, or bidding the Devil take them. Indeed they 
chemſclves'ſeem to be poſleſs'd by him, whilſt they Venc 
this Language of Hell ; and do rake the ready way to bring 
all-manner of Curſes, both on their own Soul and Body, 
Plalitog.19,18." This wicked Cuſtom proceeds both from 
the:wanc of che True Fear of God in Men's Hearts, and 
aſſo from 'wanc of Kindneſs and Chariry ro one another ; 
of which Tam nexr to ſpeak a few words. 

Next to the love of God above all, the loving of our 
Neighbours as our ſelves, 15 che great Duty of a Chriftiaa, 
as our Saviour ceaches in that ſame place, Mat. 29. 34,40. 
And Love 15 fald to be the fulfZing of the Law, Rom, 13.8, 
| | E'2 QVz 19s Nas 
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i» "The Chitin wonreor,” 
9, 10. Nothing more becomes a Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 
than to live in Love and Charity with all wo doipg all 
the good we can to others, but doing 'no-manner of Evil 
to any. Read 1 Coz. 13. ' This 1s moſt frequently and 
ſtriftly commanded in the Goſpe), and: made the very 
Badge and Charafter of a Chriſtian, 50h, 13.34;3 5- This 
makes us moſ? like to our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, who 
went about continually doing good, both to the Souls and 
Bodies of Men, even to the very worſt of Men ; and to 
his moſt bitter Enemies, did he ſhew great Charity and 
Kindneſs. And herein let us ſtudy to be like him tothe 
utmoſt of our Power. TRE > 713 07; 
If we have trne Love for all-Men, we ſhall then eaſily 
and readily perform all thoſe Duties which we owe to 
them in the ſeveral Places and Relations wherein we ſtand ; 
of which I muſt not here go about to give a particular ac- 
count. But in general, Husbands and 'Wives cught moſt 
9 itirely ro love each other, and Ntudy torender one an- 
others Lives happy here, and cheir Souls hereaſter. - For 


if they live in Diſcord and Wrath, they have an Hell up- 


on Earth whilſt they live, and have reaſon to expe& the 
Eternal Torments of Hell when they die. Parencs onghe 
to love their Children and take due Care of them, borh 
as to Soul and Body; and Children ought eo Honour and 
Obey their Parents, and Relieve them, if they ſtand in 
Need. Maſters muſt be gentle and kind towards their Ser- 
vants.; and Servants muſt be faichful and obedient: to 
theih Maſters, even to the Froward andfſevers: - SubjaQs 
muſt yiejd Obedienee to all the lawful Commands of cheir 
Rulers,and patiently fabmic to what Punifſhmenisthey:tn- 
fic ; and npon no pretence whatever 1nay 'they Rebel 
againſt chem ; for it is moſt expreſly forbidden in Scrip- 
rure, and Damnayon threatned to thoſe thar are-Guilcy, 
Rom. 13. 1,4. And-commonly Treefon and Rebellion, 
bring _nething bur Ruin and Miſery-in this World,' as 
well as the next- The People aught to +ficem and love 
their Miniſters, to fellow their Godly Admanitions and 
Exzmples, and afford them due Maintenance. | 

la brief, we mutt carefully abitain from doing any In- 
jary to any Man, of what Ranxs or Condition toever,ei- 
ther i his Soul oc Body, hb Eitate ar gaod Name ; os 
mu 


according to our Ability-and-Opportunity. And hereby 
we'are-to ſhew, that we:Love our Net as our 
ſelves; by dealing with all Men ſo truly and juſtly,ſo mer- 
cifully and kindly; as we deficeto be dealt with our ſelves. 
This is the great Rule of the Goſpel, 2 12. And by 
this Rule ought we to govern our ſelyes inall our Carriage 
towards others,. both/in buying and ſelling, and in our 
whole Converſation. This is a very plain and eaſie Rule 
to walk by, and is moſt. juſt and equal, and very large 
and comprehenſive ; fo that if a Man will honeſtly ar 
faithfully atrend to it, he need not go far to ſeek for Di- 
re&ion how to behave himſelf.in moſt Caſes that may hap- 
pen betwixchim and his Neighbour. Would I be revi- 
led and ſlandered, cheated and cozened, beaten and hurc, 
or any other way abus'd ? If not, then let me not uſz: 
another at this rate. Would I be deſpiſed and derided 
for my Faults, or for my Poverty and Misfortune ; 
Would Fnot rather in Reaſon deſice to be kinely inſtruft- 
ed, aſſiſted and relieved ? Thus then, ler me-deal wth. 
my Neighbour, -and according to my power, with meci:- 
neſs and true kindneſs, inſtruft the Ignorant, reclaim. 
the Vicious and Erroneous, comfort the Sad, relieve 
the Oppreſſed, feed the Hungry, and cloath the Naked. 
Even thoſe that are of a mean Condition, muſt be rex- 
dy to help ſuch as are in greater want thin themſelves. 
The Man that lives by his Labour, 1s not wholly excu- 
| 'fed from Works of Charity, Eph. 4. 28. The Widow's 
Mire is very acceptable to (zod ; and a Cup of cold Wa- 
rer ſhall not loſe its Reward. A willing charitable Mind 
it is that God chiefly looks at, and calls for, and this the 
pooreſt may have, if it be not their own Fault. 

And our Charity and Kindneſs 15 not only to be ſhewn 
to our Friends, but to our very Enemies themſelves. 
We may na render Evil for Evil,but muſt ſtady to over- / 
come- Evil by doing of Good. If another ſtrike us we 
may not ſtrike again; if he rail upon us, and revile us, 
we maſt not return the ſame all Language ; but ether by 
filence, -os by gentle and ſoft Anſwers endeavour to ap- 
peaſe his Wrath. For the Rule is not, to deal with others 
as. they deal with me, = as I in Reaſon deſire bs m 
& Z call 
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' dealt with 3 and another Man's Fault will nor excuſe mine. 
TJf.he do me an Injury, -1, muſt not; be: Judge'in my.own 
Cavſe, nor-take upon-me to Revenge ir; -bur in weighty 
Caſes may fly to the Magiſtrate for Relief. +But upon no 
Account whatever may-we' bear any grudge or hatred in 
our Hearts againſt any Man, though never ſo wicked, 
nor never. fo much our Enemy ;. but we muſt pity him 
and pray for him, thar God would give him a betrer 
mind, If ever we hope to find Mercy with God, 'and 
have our Treſpaſſes forgiven, we muſt forgive thoſe that 
Offend- us, as we learn from-the Lord's Prayer,” and ma- 
ny moſt -plain places of Scripture. See Matth. 5.440. 
Matth.18.21, to the end; Rom. 12. 14. to the end.” We 
muſt ſhew meeknels and gentleneſs ro aH Men, and never 
wiliingly fay or do any thing to provoke another ro An- 
ger.z nor ſhould we be cafily provoked, bur very eafily 
appeaſed and reconciled. -Ir's very fad ro confider, whar 
wretched and miſerable Lives many of rhe -poorer fort 
lead, by, their continual Brawlng and Scolding, Quar- | 
- relling and Contending cne with anorher 5 and ſomerimes 
when they have ſcarce Mort.y ro buy Bread; they'le throw 
It away in vexatious Law Suits, merely our of  Spire-and 
ReVENgE. Mer gr yr Sree #14 DN Tr; 1 opt 

And the People of this Rank, 'oughr eſpecially ro be- 
ware of envying thoſe thac are in better: Condirton 'than 
themſelves. We ought to have that true Kindneſs and 
good Will for all Men, that we ſhauld be glad of their 
Proſperity, though we our ſelves be in Afﬀflition: As on 
the other hand, we ought to have great Compaſiion for 
thofe in Miſery, though we be in Profperity.* 

And let ſuch that are in Wanr, take heed: that their 
Neceſſities put them upon no unlawful Courſe for their 
Relief, Particularly, beware of ſtealing any thing, though 
of a ſmall Value. By degrees it's to be feared, you will 
£0 on to greater marters, and ſo may bring your ſelves 
to Shame and Puniſhment io rhis World as well as that 
to come, The beft way. to avoid this, is to be very di- 
ligenc in your lawful - Calling, as rhe Apoftle directs in 
that place before-named, Eph.4.28. If you are nor able to 
Work, it's lawful ro Beg. Bur by no means berake your 
{elves to rhisJlazy, unproficable Life of Begging, if you 

are 


are-able ro ſabfiſt by any other Lawful Courſe. - He thar- 
will not'work when he' can, deſerves not to Ear. Bur 
rather than'either Steal or Starve, you may ſeck for Re- 
lief* from 'your Netghbour's Chariry. Bur do not go" 
about ro'deceive him; by borrowing what you know you 
are' never" like to pay 5: for this is downright Cheating. 
Rather deal plalvly, and make known your Neceflities. 
If you Truſt'in God, and do your Duty, he will take- 
< Careof you: And though _ may be "in Straits ſome- 
thnes, 'yer fill you will find a Supply. And to prevent 
your Poverty,” ler me eſpecially warn you ' againſt 'thar” 
common Bruniſh Sin of Drunkenneſ:, which brings' both 
this and many other Miſchiefs along with it, as T have be- 
fore told you. Indeed ir hinders every thing that's good, 
and leads Men into all manner, borh of Sin and Miſery. 
This Viee tr is chat makes more Beggars than any other” 
Cauſe, Wherefore, 1f you have any regard to your Fa- 
mlies, any love to Soul or Body, avcid all Riot and Ex - 
| ce(s.*_ Far and Dripk moderately, as may tend to keep 
" you beft:in'Healrch, and make you moſt fic for the Service" 
i of God; and" your own Callings. | 
Andfaily; Beware of thar filthy fin of 'Whoredom, 
which-very-ofren goes along with Drunkenne(s, and as 
_ _ . often brings rhe Curfe of God, both upon Mens Bodies 
- and 'Eftares And ro keep you innocenr,: avoid ſdlenefs 
as well as Intemperance. And fly from-all lewd and wick- 
ed Company, where you are in danger of being enticed 
and epſnared; and do not ſo much as allow your ſelves 
in any unclean Thoughts or Deſires, nor in filthy Dif-. 
courſes, or in any wanton'Carriage and Behaviour, For 
Ws the preventing of all wickedneſs in this kind, God' hari 
| allowed Marriage, which 1s-ſaid to be Honourable in all, 
but Whoremongers and Adulrerers God will Judge, Hev. 
13: 4+ Wherefore let them who are in that Stare keep 
ſtriftly true to their Marriage Vow : And all both mar- 
ried and fingle, preſerve both Body and Soul fo Chaſte 
and Pure, that the holy Spirit of God may now dwell. 
in thelr Hearts, and they may be fir ro dwell for ever in 
the Preſence of the moſt Holy God, | y 
And thus I have briefly given you an. Account wherein 
onſiſts thar Holineſs of Life, ro which all Chriſtians 'are 
| E 4 obl> _ 


| obliged by the Precepts of our Bleſſed. Saviour, and. by 
their Baptiſmal Vow, which binds them to keep: his Pre- 
cepts, and to follow his Example, who himſelf lived in 


the ſame holy manner that. he taught; and hath com- . 


manded thoſe that ſay they abide in him, to- walk as he 
walked, 150þ.2.6. The ſum of all you-have in'few words, 
which the Goſpel teaches, even - that we ſhould deny wr- 


godlineſs and worldly luſt:,and live ſoberly, righteouſly aud 


proufly in the World, Tit. 2, 11, 12. 


nd now let .me again beſeech you ſeriouſly-to.conſi-. 


der whether it bas been your-care.to hve ſuch holy and 
good lives, Yea or no. 8 And wherein ſoever, your Con- 
{cience doth accuſe you, thar you have.negleCted the. Du- 
ties God hath commanded, or commitred thoſe Sins 
which he hath forbidden, do you humbly acknowlege 
and conſeſs the ſame to Almighry God, with true godly 
Sorrow for theſame, <carnefily begging Merey and Pars 
den for Chrift's ſake, who died on, the Croſs for Sinners, 
»nd thro whom 2ll thar confefs and forſake their Sins 
thall find Mercy Wherefore do vou henceforward reſclve 
by his Grace that you will forſake your Sins, and amend 
your Lives, and make ir your chief buſineſs to keep Con- 
ſciences void of Offence toward God and Man, not allow- 
ing your ſelves in any known fin,nor in the wilful negle& 
of any known Duty. Do not obje@ againſt this, and ſay, 
that jt is impoſſible to lead ſuch an holy Life. For Thou- 
fands in the World, of all. Ranks and Conditions, bave 
done it in all Ages, by the Aſſiſtance | of God's Grace, 
which you ſhall never want, if you ſeek it earneſtly, and 
Improve it diligently. And though there may at firſt be 
fome Difficvlty in leaving an ill courſe, yer by degrees it 
will groweaſie, and you. will then find nothing ſo ſweet 
and pleaſant as Religion and Virtue. | 
And do not,l beſeech you,fancy thar it is not for poor 
People to think of being ſo Religious and Godly ; that 
this Is only for the Rich,who have lictle elſe to do. Why, 
will not you that are Poor haveas much Care of your own 
Souls as the Rich,and ſtudy to be Happy as well as they? 
By this means you will be even with them, yea much hap- 
Pier than they, even in this Life, except they. be Good as 
well as Great. What is there in all I have ſaid,bur ww 
| t 
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* the . pooreſt may perform, if they have bneia willir 
Mind ? May you not love God and your Neighbour, ke 
Sober and-Chaſt, Meek and humble, Pray to God; and: 
Praife his Name, &'c.. Nay, is not this'the much berrer 
way to keep you from Poverty,or to help you out of ir ? 
Is it not much cheaper to live foberly-and honeſtly, than. 
ro live in Drunkennefs and Whoredom, and ſuch like 
waſtful fins ? Does it not coſt you much more to go to 
Law for Revenge, than ro forgive an Injury ? One Vice 
coſts more the maintaining, than ten Virtues. . And I am 
confident, mor&Families are brought to'Poyerty by gra-. 
rifying their Luſts,than by providing for their Children, 
how many ſoever they be. | Is ic not, think you, muck 
. better for your Selves and Families, to ſpend the Lord's- 

Day in God's Service, both in Publick and Private, than 
to waſt your Time and Mony at the Alehouſe ? Daily 
Experierice ſhews,that it is not Religion,but the want of 
it, that makes Men Poor and Miſerable. Beſides that,ſuch 
good People have God's Bleſting and Favours, 2s I have 
already ſhewed; and therefore he'll be ſure to take care. 
of them and theirs. | 

And pray do not think that you ſhall be ſaved merely 
becauſe you are Poor : For if you be wicked and ungodly, 
you will certainly be miſerable im the next World as well 
as this. Lazarus was not ſaved becauſe he was Poor,bue 
becauſe he was a Pious Good Man : And on the other 
hand, Dives was not Damn'd for being Rich, but becauſe 
he was Luxurjous and Proud, and wholly given up to 
Pamper and Adorn his Carcaſfe. 

Let me further warn you againſt two or three dange-- 
rous Miſtakes that harden many Men in their Sins. Be». 
ware of thinking that it's enough for a Man to be bapti- 
zed, and keep his Church, and go to Prayers and Ser- 
mons, and ſometimes to the Communion, and ſay bis 
Prayers in private, that this is enough to prove him a 
good Chriſtian, and make ſure of Salvation. All this 15 
very good, but this will nor ſerve turn,except our Hearts 
beſo thoroughly ſanRified by the Grace of God, that we 
do truly love God- above all, and fet our Hearts on the. 
Joy of Heaven,and love our Neighbours,and be true and 


juſt in all ourDealings,temperate and chaſt in our LO 
ation ;. 
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And this is the great Eng” 


of Prayers, Sermons and Sacraments, ro make'ns more - 


and:more holy-in Heart and Life : withour which we ſhall 
be rather worfe than betrer for them, Matth.7.21,22,23. 
Benor ſoweak as to think you may be ſaved by a good 
Belief alone.by your Faith in Chriſt,and trufiing in God, 
wirhour Obedience to his Commands. It is for Chriſt's 
Fake ouly you are ſaved, but he will (ave none bur thoſe 
who obey him, Heb. 5. 9: - And thar only ls trae faving. 
Faith, which purifies the Heart,and progyees bedience, 
as you have heard” before, * Ard fince Gad” bas plainly 
rald us, that we caninor be faved without Holineſs, if we 
rake up # fooliſh Confidence that * we may be faved with- 


” 
» 


out ir, this is not truſting in God, bur our own  Fancies, 


and the Devil's Deſuſions, We may ſafely truſt in God's 
Promiſes, bur chen ler us ſee ro perform the Conditions, 
and become ſuch an humble, holy People, as he has pro- 
twiſed for Chrift's Sake ro own and ſave. Re 
Take heed alfo-of miſtaking the Nature of Repentance, 
a if jt were only being a little forry for our Sins, and 
crying io God ſorMercy, and then all will be we;:tho 
we.go on ſtill in our old Ways. Pur this is a moſt dafige-. 


rous Midake.. .Fora Man never truly repents rill he-for- - 


fakes his Sin, and changes his Courſe : When the Drunk- 


ard- becomes ſober,and the prophane Man a'devour'Wor- 


thipper of God, and fo continues. True Repemance. 
changes the Heart and Life of a'Sinner. | 


Andlaſtly,do not think it enough to forſake ſome Sins 
and keep others; ro do ſome good Duties and neglect 


others, and then excuſe your ſelves by ſaying it is your 
Failing. Every Man has bis Failing, and this is mine. SO 
ſays the Drunkard and the Whoremonger, and ſo ſays the 
angry Man when he ſwears or curſes, or gives bad Lan- 


guage. Bur (ach Sins as are committed againſt Knowledg. 


and Conſcience, and continued from Time to Time,when 
we have leiſure to think beforchand and prevent them, 
theſe are to be reckoned as; wilful Sins, nor as Failings. 
Eſpecially ſuch groſs Sins as Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, 
common Swearing or Lying, and the like, are not to be 
reckoned as Failings. Indeed whatever Sin a Man loves 
and pleads for and allows himfelf in,. ls not a meer m_ 
'iTy. 
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mty will efſion.. A good Man hates all 
_ Co Pot Nang rivesand warch = 
aft 1t, He hates every falſe Way,and has-a'ReſpeG to 
all God's Commands, A erue'l brifen muſt be an entirely 
good Mafi, all of a Piece. A great Matter I find it-is 
with many People, that they do. wrong to no body, nor 
have any Malice in their Heatt, and therefore they think 
themſelves in good Condition God ward. But though 
this is one good Part of our Daty, yet it is but a Patt. 
We muſt alfo'fee that we do not wrong Almighty God 
and our own Souls by ſetting our Hearts chiefly on this 
World,by negleRing his Worſhip and Service,by living. 
in Exceſs or Uncleannefs, or any other known Sin. We 
mult be both pious toward God, loyal to our Prince, 
juſt and charitable ro our Neighbour, humble and ſober, 
every way holy and good, if we will approve our ſclves 
ro be Chriſtians indeed. He that wilkay oft-<ads in on2 
Point, and allows himſelf therein, is guilty in efe& of 
breaking the whole Law ; For be deſpiſes God's Autho- 
TKy 5 and if 'he meets with the fame Temptation, will 


- commit any other Sin:' And as is commonly and truly 


faid in this Caſe, one Stab, though bur wirh a Pen knife, 
may woond'a'Man as mortally,as twenty Thruſts with a 
Sword'; fo one Sin loved and delighted in, may damn a 
Man's Soul as well as a thouſand, James, 2. 10, 

_ Having thusendeavoured briefly to remove your Ob- 
jeCtions and Miſtakes, T do now again in the-laſt place, 
come to enforce 'my Exhortation that you would feriouſ- 
ly and ſtedfaſtly reſolve to caſt away every Sin, and moſt 
entirely devote your ſelves to rhe leading ſuch a godly, 
righteous and ſober Life, as you are bound to by your 
Chriſtian Baptiſm. If you are 1a diſpute with your ſelves, _ 
whether you ſhould reſolve upon it, pray look over the 
Arguments before laid down; and ponder them in your 
Mind ; and then certainly you cannot but 'own, that I 
perſuade youto nothing,but what is very juſt and reaſon- 
able, and every Way for your greateft Good. And if 
you are convinced of this, then-proceed forthwith to this - 
pious Reſolution, . without trifling or delaying. The 
fooner you do it, the ſafer it is, and the better for 
you. Do not go on in Sin at preſent, on a gs” 

| you 
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you] ropentheratter, when wor are older, or when you 
come to be fick,and to die.,Do not put off the great Bu- 

fines of "Life ro the End of your Days, when: you are 

not fore of Time or Strength, or of God's Affiſtance, or 

Acteptance of you. Do nor plead the Example of the 

Thief upon theCrofs: For his Caſe was nothing like yours 

rhat have long enjoyed the Offers of Grace and Mercy: If 
now fromthis preſent Time you will heartily and fincere- 

ty return to God, you have no Reaſon to deſpair of his 

Mercies, how many or great ſoever your Sins have been : 

But if you til] "perſiſt in Sin, preſuming upon God's 

Mercy hereafter, you have juſt Cauſe to fear, that ths 

bold Preſttmption,and horrid Abuſe of God's Grace,may 

end in your eternal Ruin and Damnation. 

Bat if you are willing now ſpeedily to enter upon this 
Reſolution and Purpoſe,then Jer me 1n a few Words far- 
ther dire& you, by what Means you may render ic firm 
and laſting,and may be. beſt enabled to perform the ſame. 

E And firſt, I wonld adviſe you to take the next Qp- 
portunity to confirm this holy Reſolution,at theTable-of 
the Lord, There ſolemaly renew your Baptiſmal Vow. 
Dedicate and give up your felf to God the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt ; renouncing the Devil, rhe World and 
the Fleſh, and all thoſe wicked Ways they would draw 
you to, more eſpecially thoſe Sins which you have been 
formerly moſt guilty of. Henceforth, let the Lord Jeſus 
that bought you with his Blood, be taken for your only 
Lord and Maſter, to govern you by his Spirit, and by 
his Laws, as ever you defireand hope to be ſaved by his 
Death and Refurre&ion. And uſe early to think of 
this ſolemn Engagement, after you have made it : That 
ir may have A Cares upon you, when you are tempted 
to revolt to any wicked Praftice. Often repeat the ſame 
betwixt God and your own Soul ; and eſpecially renew 
it by frequentAttendance on the holy Communion ,there 
ſeeking for Grace and: Strength from God, to waik in his 
_ ays ſtedfaſfly and conſtantly. 

IT. Bur that brings me to a ſecond Dire&ion, That you 
ſhould not reſalve upon all this, in a Confidence of your 
own Strength,but in a moſt humble Dependence on the 
Grace of God,which he is ever willing to beſtow on ſuch 
| - AV 


, 


as ſeek: it earneſHy inthe Way he has a 


x. © 


entry Nthe Vi 5 appointed, by a due 
Attendance on' the Means of Grace, the Ward, Pi ayer 
and Sacraments. "Wherefore as you bave Oppartinity, 
attend carefully to the reading and hearing of tis Word, 
and bite it im your Heart that you may not fin againſt him. 
And be very much in Prayer to God for his holy Spirit, 


to be given you thro' his Son Jeſus, who will powerful. 


ly intercede for you,and make good his Promiſes to hum- 
ble and devout Sapplicants, Lzte 11.13. Joh. 16.2324. 
Whenever you are in danger, and are affaulted by any 
Temptation to Sim;or are backward to what is good, then 
eſt pectlly pray fervently or Eng and ſtrengthening 
Grace, and your Prayers not be in vain. 

Hl. To your Prayers add conſtant Watchfulneſs over 
your ſelf at all Times, and in all Places and Companies. 
Watch over your Thoughts themſelves, and over your 
Words and Aﬀtions. Satan js ever watching to deceive 
us,and there are maniySnares and Dangers in all ourWays, 
and we have corrnpt-Natures,and treacherous Hearts,and 
therefore-had need to be egy wectifal, ro ayoid all Oc- 
caſions of Sin,as much as poſſible, and to fuppreſs the ve- 
ry ficſt Beginnings.- Think before-hand what Temprati- 
ons you are like to meet with, and fortifie your ſelf againſt 
be you __ Do not _ _ _ Danger; 

cially, Þeware of bad Company, by which many are 
Joon bad: to their former Laofnefs " Be notkd away 
by their Counfet or Example, nor be diſcouraged by their 
Jeers\and Cynſures." Uſe often to Jook' back npon your 
Aftions;and if you' have been drawn into any wilful Sin 
do not make a-light matter of it, nor yet air of Pare 
don,if you be truly penitent. Wherefore,ſpeedily and ear- 
neſtly þreili your ſelf to God by true Repentance, beg- 
ing Mercy for Chriſt's fake,and more Grace to ſtrengthen 
and affift. you. Renew your Purpoſes for Amendment of 
Life; and fet.your, Watch more ſtnaly for the future. , 

IV. To quicken an angage you to this Watchfulneſs ; 
remember, char-Almighty God is ever preſent with you, 
and obſerves all your Ways; and takes great Delight in 
p_ Piety and Holineſs, but is of purer Eyes thanto be- 

old che leaſt Iniquity with: any Pleaſure. Wherefore 
always walk as jn the Preſence of this Holy God, whether 
you are alone, or in Company. V. Think 


Deegs.d! 


V. Thipk, ofren,how near you ftand to another World, 


and what an Account you muſt give ro God, of all your 
eds.donel, the Body 3. and ſo liye now,as will be moſt 
for your Comfort at Death..and Judgmenr.. When the 
Profirs and Pleaſures of Sin entice you;compare them with 
the erernal Joys which they will deprive you of and with 
the eternal Torments they lead to. Think whether ever 
any Man by {inning againft God, did gain ſomewhat char 
is better than Heaven, or that. is. worth | going to Hell 
for, Let Eternity. be very. much.jin, your Thoughts, 
and the fading Vapitles .of. this. World will have little 
Eftcem, with :you,.,,. Ofren., ponder..of/ thoſe welghty 
Words of our. Bleſſed Saviour , What will it. profit a 
a Man to gain the whole World,and loſe his own Soul ? Or what 

ſhall a Man give in exchange for bis Soul 2" Mark. 8.36, 37. 
Laftly, inftead of more DireRion, let me adviſe you to 
acquaint your ſelf with. your Minifter 3 and conſult. him 
in the great concernmenr of your Soul,. as Men are wonr 
to do the. Lawyer and the Phyſician, , ln matters that con- 
cert their Bodies and Eſtates. Do not think ic enough 
to hear his Sermons:/in_publick, bur take Advice from him 
in privare, and.open to himthe-Srare and Caſe of. your 
Soul,ſo far as may enable him to- give ſuch Direcions, as 
are moſt proper ro your Condition. ++ This eſpecially you 
ought ta.do, when you, firſt make Entrance upon an heyy 
Life, and do firſt addreſs your. ſelf ro the holy-Communt- 
on z, or when you are under any great Doubes, and Trou- 
ble of Mind , and. are vexed: with: ſore, Temprations,: ei 
ther of one ſort or other 3. or when you-are [ſer upon; by 
ſuch-that, would draw you away from our Church, eicher 
ro Popery, or to any other Se& amongſt us. ' Then pre- 
lently berake your ſclf ro your Miniſter: And in theſe or 
the Iike Caſes, rake Dire&ion from Him, and be ſure :ro 
follow his wholeſome Counſel, and: deſire his Prayers:to 
God for you. I know in large. Parſhes,: Miniſters are nor 
able to have a particular Knowledg of every Perſon ; bur 
yer allthar know the. Worth of Souls; and the Price thar 
was paid for chem, wilt be ready.ro give' Artendahice' ro 
the meaneſt of cheir..Pcople, that ſhall apply themſelves 
to them for Advice and Comfort, and will be glad of all 
Opportunities to- promote the Honour: and Inrercſt of 
| S their 


their Saviour,. and the' Good of 


1 precious Souls commir- 
ted to- | in Lge. vt 214146 d v4 \ 20% 
And thus have I as plainly and as fully as I well could 


1n ſo little Room, direR&ed you in that holy Way which 


leads to eternal, Glory ; and have ſhewn [you what great 
Reaſon you have to walkin that Way, and ts continue - 
therein torhe End. Asto thoſe wha deſire larger Dire- 
tions, next to the holy Scriptures (which I beſeech you 
to read frequently with Humility and Seriouſnefs, eſpeci- 
ally the New Teſtament. ) Next to them, I ſhall. refer 
you only to that pious and moſt uſeful Book, 7he Whole 
Duty of Man. And heartily I wiſh, that every poor Famt 
ly in the Kingdom, was furaiſh'd with one of thoſe Books, 
together with a Bible and Common: Prayer Book,which 
m_ all be purchaſed for much leſs than Five Shilliags; 
and therefore it's great Piry they ſhould be any where 
wanting. 'Though alas, I know, there are many Families 
of poor Peeple; where none of them read; and ſo Books 
to'them are uſeleſs. | Great Charity therefore it would be 
for rich Landlords and Gentlemen, to ſee that the Chil- 
dren of their poor Tenants and Neighbours be pur out to 
School ; and then to beſtow at leaſt, Bibles upon them, 
that the Knowledg of God and Religion may be promoted 
amongſt them ; which would make greatly-for the good 
and Welfare both: af Church. and State.For though Brain- 
ſick Opinions and falſe Principles may make Men proud 
and head ſtrong, and troubleſome to their Governours, 
yet ſolid Knowledg and fincere Godlinefs will make Men 
bumble and meek,quiet, and. peaceable ;. obedient to Ma- 
giſtrates and Miniſters, full of Charity to their. Neigh- 
bours, and-ready to every good Work. And I am ure 
an Increaſe of this truly religions Temper, would be one 
of the greateſt Bleſſings.that can be beſtowed upon this 
Earth, and would ſettle Kingdoms, Towns and Families 
in Peace and Concoxd,rwhich almoſt every where are.di- 
vided amongſt themſelves, as well as againſt one another”: 
And by ſuch bleſſed FEffeQs of true Religion, ſomething 
of: Heaven would be brovght down upon Earth, and our 
Souls would be well firted for Heaven, when weare eailed 
off from thi- Earth,into thoſe happy:Re ONS above, where 
there is nothing eife but Peace and? olineſs, and o_—_ 


IJ 


that Wiſdars from above, which is thus pare andpeaceable, 
chen ſhall T obtain my Defigo, and havegreat Cauſe to be 
thankful. And that the Reader' may joyn with me in 
theſe Wiſhes, I have annexed hereto a Prayer for Grace 
to lead an holy-Life. And if he will but add diligent En- 
deavours ro frequent and fervent Prayers, neither his La- 
bour nor mine will be in vain, chrough the Grace and 
Bleſſing of y God, from whom comes every good 
and perfe& Gift, to whom be given all Honour and Glo- 
ry, both now and for ever. Amen. 


PEER” 
——_— 


A Grace before Meat. 


Q Lord we beſeech thee, forgive tu all our Sins, and 
bleſs us, and theſe thy gud Creatures for our uſe, and 
help ws. to live and ſerve thee, the giver of all Good, for 


Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. Amen. 


A Grace after Meat. 


Lord make ws truly. thankful for theſe and all other 

thy Mercies ; and as we are maintained by thy Bounty, 
help us to live to thy Honour and Glory, for Feſtus Chrift his 
ſake. Amen. © "2. 4 


A Prayer coming into Church. 
P Revent us O Lord, in all our Doings with thy Grace ; 
and grant that our coming together at this time may 


be forthe better, and nat for the worſe, for Jeſus Chriſt his 


ſake. 
After Sermon. 


Rant,” Ibeſeech thee, Almighty God, that the Words 

which 1 have heard thu day with my outward Ears, 

may through thy Grace be ſo grafted inwardly in my Heart, 

that they may bring forth in ms the fruit of good living, to 

the Honaur and Praiſe of thy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 


A Prayer 


and Joy, And may ir pleaſe God to bleſs theſe plain and 
ſhore InſtruQjons for the enlightning of any Minds with 


i fn 


A Prayer for the Affiſtance of God's Grace, in order to 
the leading an Holy Life. ED 


Note, Thu Prayer may be likewiſe uſed in the Family 


. Mormng and Evening, adding we inſtead of T,- out 
enftead of my, and os inſtead of me. 


'S, Moſt Holy, and ever bleffed Lord God, I do 
humbly caſt down my ſelf before thee, acknow- 
le ging and lamenting my own Sinfaineſs, and ear- 
neſtly begging thy Grace -and Mercy through the 
Lord Jeſus, our only Mediatonr and Advocate. I 
confeſs, O God, I am a vile Sinner, polluted from 
the very Womb ; bur fnce I came to the ufe of my 
Reaſon, I bave defiled my ſelf with many wilful and 
bainous Tranſgrefſions. I have ſadly neglected thy 
Service, and diſhonoured thy Name, and have been 
greatly wanting in thoſe Duties which. I owe to thee 
my God,to my Neighbour, and ro my own Soul ; and 
bave nor lived in fuch a Godly, Righteous, Charita- 
ble and Sober Manner, as I ought ro have done : Bur 
have often acted contrary to my own Reaſon and 
Conſcience, and to the plain Preceprs of thy Word ; 
and contrary to my own Promiſes and Vows for 
better Obedience. O Lord, give me a clear ſight of 
my Sins, and ſuch a deep Senſe of the Evil of my 
ways, that my Heart may be truly humbled, and 
broken in the remembrance thereof, And for the 
Lord Jeſus's ſake, who died for Sinners, be merciful 
ro me, O Father of Mercics, pardon all my Iniqui- 
ries,and let them nor be remembred againſt me ro my 
Condemnation, either in this World or that ro come. 
Nor is it only Pardon that I beg, but moſt earnettly 
I beſeech rhee by thy Holy Spitir, ro ſanctitie me 
both in Body and Soul, that Eeing made Pure and _ 
Holy in Heart and Life, I may {crve thee diligently 
all my Days on Earth, and {o may enjoy thee for ever 
in Heaven, I am fully convinced, that it is barh my 
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Duty and Happineſs to fear and ſerve thee, the great 
and glorious God, who haſt made me and redeemed 
me, and hitherto graciouſly preſerved me. I acknow- 
ledge thy Service to be perfect Freedom, and all thy 
Lawsto be holy, juſt and-good. . Wherefore I deſire 
utterly to renounce and forſake every evil Way, and 
moſt entirely devore my ſelf ro ſerve and pleaſe 
thee in Newneſs of Life. Bur thou, O Lord, know- 
eſt the Weakneſs and Corruprion of my Nature ; and 
how by evil Cuftoms, I have made my ſelf more 
prone to Sin, more backward to that which is good. 
O do thou throughly change my Nature by rhy 
Grace,that I may hate and abhor all Wickedn es,and 
take delight in the Ways of Piety and Holineſs, Let 
no unmorrtified Luſt remain in my Soul ; bur do rhon 
purifie and cleanſe me from Pride and Covetouſneſs, 
from Envy and Malice, and from all impure and ſen- 
ſual Aﬀections and Defires, and enrich me with all 
the Graces of thy holy Spirit. Give me ſuch a clear 
Knowledge of thy infinite Goodneſs, and of all rhy 
glorious Perfections, that I may ever humbly admire 
and adore thee,and love thee with all my Hearr and 
Soul, and cleave to thee as my only Portion, prefer- 
ring thy Favour before all rhe Enjoyments of this 
World. Help me always firmly to truſt in rhee,and 
freely to leave all my Affairs tothy wiſe and gracious 
Providence, abſolutely refigning my Will to thy boly 
Wul in all things. Make me cruly thankful for all 
thy Mercies, and patient under Atfiictions. By thy 
reaching ler me learn to be content in all Eſtates and 
Condirtans. And good God, jufter me nor in the 
createſt Difficulties and Dangers to diftruſt thy Mer- 
cies, or take any unlawfu} Courſe for my Relief. 
T beg from thee my daily Bread, and-befſeech thee ro 
oive me an Heart well latisfed wich what thou ſceſt 
moſt convenient for me. Give me {ach a Spirit of 
Piety and Devotion, that 1 may rake great De- 
lighr in thy Worſhip and Service, both in publick and 
PIiVate; 


our, and with ſuch thankfulnefs for his love indying 
for Sinners, that I may go with more Delight ro'the 
Holy Communion, for the ſgood of my- Soul, than 
ro the richeſt-Feaft that-is made for my Body. - 7 + 

Help me, O God to ſhew my Love to thy blefſed 
Self, by true Love and Charity ro my Neighbours, 
Make me tractable and obedient ro my Governours, - 
both inChurch andStare,peaceable and gentle rowards 
all,Men,dealing with them ſo juſtly and rruly,as I my 
ſelf defire to be dealt with.Make me tender and com- 
paſſionatg,and ready rodo all the good T can to others: 
And ler thy Grace enable me freely to forgive thoſe 
thar do evil to me, as I my ſelf hope for mercy and 
forgiveneſs. from thee, my God, And help me always 
ro live ſoberly and temperarely,purely and chaſtly in 
Heart:and Lite:;and with great meekneſs and humili- 
ty,in the ſenſe of my own-unworthineſsand manifold 
imperfections. .\ 

O Lord,grant that my Heart may be fill'd with ear- 
neſt longings and defires after thoſleGraces, which now 
with my Lips I pray for ; and help me ro ſhew my 
fincerity, by. diligent endeavours, daily ro grow in all 
Grace and Goodneſs, and to perfe& Holineſs in rhy 
Fear. Make me watchful over my (elf, and all my 
ways, that I may carefully avoid all occaſions of ſin, 
and may check the firſt morions therero in my own 
Heart, Keep me always deeply ſenfible of thy Pre- . 
ſence, thar I may walk humbly with thee my God, * 
and approve my ſelf ro thee in well-doing. Wean my 
Heart from all things here below, and prepare m- 
for my departure hence into a better World. Help me 
always tolive in ſuch a Religious and Holy manner as 
will be moſt for my Comfort art Death and Judgmeanc:. 
Strengthen my Belief of rhe precious Promites, and 
dreadful Threatnings of the Golpel ;-and ler ri1is Be- 
lief rule and govern me in my whoie Converiation,O 
that I may neyer be guilty of ſo much folly and mad - 
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private. . Fill me with ſuch Love tomy bleſſed Savi- 


Heaven,and throw my ſelf into the eternal Torments 
of Hetl, for ary of the Profits or Pleafares of Sin thar 
are but for amomenr. Do thou, O Lord, by'thy ho- 
ly Spirit, ever keep upon my Mind'fuch a freſh and 
tively ſenſe of the reaſonableneſs of Religion, and of 
the miſchief and folly of all Sin and Wickednefs, rhar 
no Temptations of Satan , no Allurements of the 


World or the Fleſh, may hinder me from my Duty, 


nor draw me into any known Sin; bur do thow eyer 
ſtrengthen and affift me by thy Grace, and guide me 
by thy Counſel, till thou fhalr bring me to thy ſelf 
m-Glory. | 
Neither do I pray for my ſelf alone, bur for all 
Mankind, befeeching thee ro ſend the Light of thy 
Goſpel into altrhe dark Corners of the Earth ; and 
grant, thatthey who doenjoy it, may-walk mm all holy 
obedience therero. Be-merciful ro theſe Kingdoms, 
pardon our Sins, and reform us from them. Heat all 
our Divifions ; continue our 'Mercies, and make us 
truly thankful for them. Blefs the King's Majeſty, 
with the Royal Family, and all thoſe thar are in Au- 


thority under him ; and grant to us and all his Sub-. 


jects, Grace 10 lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. Bleſs the Miniſters of- rhy 
holy Word and Sacraments, and make them very 
Ditligenr, and very Succeſsful in their Endeavours : 
Help us ro bring ſuch Fruit from the Bleflings we en- 
joy, that rhy Goſpel, and the Ordinances rhereof 
may be continued to us, and ro the Generation afrer 
us. Shew mercy to all rhatare afflicted, whether in 
Soul or Body ; and preſerve hole rhar rravel on their 
lawfnl Occaf:ons,. by Land or by Sea, Bleſs all my 
Friends and Relations, particularly all rhar belong 
to this Family ; and help us all ro live in the Fear 
and Lore of thee our God, and in Peace and Charity 
one with another. Ler thy Bletiing and good Preſence 
be with me thy unworthy Servant, now and ar all 
Limes, 


neſs, as to loſe the erernel and unſpeakable Toys of 
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ont and coming in, be thon my God and'my Guide, 
even to the Death ; and my eternal Portion, 'when- 
Time ſhall be no more. LE 

And' accepr, O God, of my unfteigned defires, to 
bleſs and praiſe thy glorious Name,' for all-thy Met- 
cies and Fayonrs to my ſelf, and to'alf Men: T bleſs - 
thee for my Reaſon: and Senſes, my Health' and. 
Strength, Food and Raiment,' and -all the Comforts. 
of this Life ; bur above all, I praiſe thee for rhine 
ineſtimable Love in the Redemption of the World: - 
by our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, for all rhe meansof Grace, 
and for the hope of Glory. And I beſeech thee, give 
me that due Senle of all rhy Mercies, that my Hearr 
may be unfeignedly thankful, thar-I may ſhew forth 
thy Praiſe, nor only with my Lips, bur in my Life, by 
giving up my felf-ro thy Service, and by walking be- 
fore thee in Holineſs and IA all che Days 
of my Life, rhrough Fefus Chriſt our Lord; in whote 
moſt holy Name and Words, I continue to Pray as 
he hath raught us in his Goſpel, ſaying : 


O UR Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy 
Name; thy Kingdom come ; thy Will be done on 
Earth as it is in Heaven; Give us this day our daily 
Bread ; Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, az weforgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us; And lead us not into Temptation ; 
But deliver us frem Evil ; For thine is tae Kingdom, and 
the Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


The Grace of our Lord Fefas Chriſt, the Love of 
God, and the Fellowſhipof the Holy Ghoſt,” be with 
me now and eyermore, Amen, 
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» Treatiſe: of Sacramental Covenanting with 
+ & Chriſt: Shewing the Ungodly their Contempr | 
of Chriſt, in their Contempt of the Sacramental Co- 
venanting. With a Preface chiefly deſigned for the | 
SatisfaGtion of Diſſenters ; and. to exhorrt all Men to Þ 
Peace and Unity. The Fourth Edition, 8% Price _, 
bound 2 5. | Ry 

x _. AnExplication of the Creed, the Ten Command- | 


ments and the Lord's Prayer; with the Addition of 
ſome Forms of Prayer. Price 1 5. 6d. 
- A Dialogue berwixt T wo Proteſtanrs (in Anſwer | 
'  roa Popiſh Catechiſm, called, 4 ſhort Catechiſm againſt 
the Seftaries.) Plainly ſhewing, that the Members 
of the Church of England are no Sectaries, bur rrue 
Cartholicks ; and rhat our Church is a ſound Parr of 
Chriſt's Holy Carholick Church, In 8*®, Price 1 s. 6d. We 6 
Poerick Miſcellantes. In 8*,-Price 1 s. 6 d. 
> The Chriſtian Monitor. Containing an Exhorta- 
tion to a Holy Life. Price 3 d. Thoſe that are Cha- 
ritably diſpoled may have them for 20 5s. the Hun- | 


dred. | 
All Five written by thſi Reverend Fo. Rawlet, B.D. 
Author of the Chriſtian Momter, | 


A Collection of Miſcellanies, confiſting of Poems, | 
Efſays, Diſcourſes and Letrers- In large $2. 
Theory and Regulation of Love ; a Moral Eflay, 
in Two Parts : To which are added Letters Philoſo- , 
phical and Moral, between the Author and Doctor 
More. The Second Edition. In $8, 
Practical Diſcourſes upon the Beatirudes of our | 
Lord and Saviour Jetus Chriſt, To whichare added | 
- Reflections upon a late Efiay concerning Human [n- 
deritanding. Vol.I. The Third Edition. Jn large $?. | 
Practica) 
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Vol. HI. In 89. . | {TRL 
Practical Diſcourſes upon ſeveral Divine Subjects, 
Vol. IV. Price bound 5-5. OHT7 I 
Letters Philoſophical, Moral, and Divine, to the 
Reverend Mr. F. Norr:s, with his Anſwers; In large 82. 
Treatiſes upon ſeveral Subjects, formerly Printed 
Single, now Collected into one Volume, viz.” E Rea- 
fon and Religion. II. Reflections upon the Conduct 
of Humane Life. II. The Charge of 'Schiſm:con- 
rinued, IV. Two Treatiſes concerning Divine Light. 
V. Spiritual Counſel, or the Father's Advice to” his 
Children. - 
All Written by the Reverend Mr. Fohn Norris, 
Rector of Bemerton near Sarum. | 


_— 


ho 


 -An Effay concerning Humane Underſtanding, in 
Four Books : Fhe Third Edition with large Additi- 
ons: By Fohn Locke Gent. 

Malebranch's Search after Truth compleat,in Two 
Volumes $9. 
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Practical Diſcourſes upon ſeveral Divine Subjects. 
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Practical Diſcourfes on the Parables of our Blefled * 


Saviour : By F, Bragge Vicar of Hitchin in Hertford- 
vare. 

5 The Life of the famous Cardinal Duke of Richlien, 

Principal Minifter of State ro Lewis XIII. in 2 Vot. 

A New Voyage into Italy, with neceſſary Inſtruc- 
tions for thoſe who undertake the ſame. By Max:- 
lian Miſjon. In 2 Vol. Done our of French, and il- 
luſtrared with Sculptures. | 

The Roman Hiſtory, from the building of the City 
tothe perfect Sertlement of rhe Empire by Auguſtus 
Ceſar. By Laurence Echard A. M. of Chriſts College in 
Cambridge, The Third Edition. 

Reflections on the good Temper and fair Dealing 
of the Animadverter upon Dr, Sherlogk's Vindication 
of the Holy Trinity, ” 

Moral 
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portant Duries. Written in French by 

To al: Engliſhed by a Perſon of Quatiry. 
The ition with Amendmens, In 4. Val 
B29, ay SS fr: : 

Ebriftiay-Conferences, demonſtrating the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion and Morality. By Fa, 
Matebranch. - | 

A Cap of Gray Hairs for aGreen Head, or the 

; Farber's Counſel to his Son an Apprentice in London. 

The ath. Edir.. 

A Sermoniconcerning the Excellency 'and Uſeful- 
neſs of the Common Prayer, By JP. Beveridg.* 

—— His Sermon before the Queen. 

f A New Voyage tothe Levant, _—— | 

able Curioſities in Germany, France, Italy, Malta and 

Turkey, By rhe Stenr de Mont, in Iarge $*. Price 5 5. 

Practical Diſcourſes upon ſeveral Subjects. Vol, 1. 

Practical Diſcourſes on Obedience and the Love 
of God. Vol.IT. 

| Both by Fobr: Scot, D. D.lare Recter of Sr. Giles's 
in the Fields. _- 

A:Sermon before the Merchants Trading to the 
Levant-Seas. By Edmund Cbiſhbull, Fellow of C. C. 
Col. in Oxon. In 4 

The "reny ira ſultive from Principles of Reaſon 
and Scripture. In 4?. 

Lerrer to a Friend concerning the Nature of the 

' Divine Perſons in the Holy Trinity. In 49. 
Ot Wiſdom. In Three Books, Written Orignally 
In Frencb Vy. the Sieur de Charron. Engliſhed by 
G. Stanhope, D. D. In two EVR 8*, Price bound 12 5, 


|: dC GP £7. FA i 4ut Gt 


S ef beatles 14 ner be nlofes 
"TT -1/N +8. 


{ 


